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Definitions 

  Anarchism ……………………………. 

 

 

 

Authoritarianism……………………... 

 

 

 

Capitalism……………………………. 

 

 

 

Centrist………………………………. 

 

 

 

Communism…………………………. 

 

 

 

 

Conservative…………………………. 

 

 

Democratic Socialism…………………. 

 

 

Fascism…………………………………. 

 

 

 

Left-of-Center…………………………… 

 

 

No laws, & either no or minimal government. Everyone is ultimately 

their own behavioral arbiter. Some of the more radical type at this point 

on the political spectrum may be inclined to engage in disruptive    

activities, with the intention of bringing their ideal governmental situa-

tion into being—little or no government at all.  

 

All governmental/regulatory/societal decisions are made by officially-

designated parties who are responsible for making decisions for the 

whole & seeing to it that they are enforced. Submission to authority is 

the paramount governmental virtue. 

 

Corporations, businesses large & small, & whole industries are permit-

ted to function freely, with relatively few regulations. Indeed, govern-

ment legislation may be passed to facilitate their functioning. Common 

to democracies. 

 

Seeks to strike a happy-medium between total control & total anarchy,  

between complete liberality & complete conservatism, & believes the 

ideal answer is a more-moderate combination of all the above. Truly 

centrist political systems, like the unicorn, likely don’t exist. 

 

Economic resources of the state are federally-controlled and adminis-

tered. Private ownership & private industry are discouraged. If it does 

exist in this political system, it is either not encouraged, heavily-

regulated, officially ignored, or operates on the fringes of society.   

Cultural resources focused on promotion of the general good & support 

of the state. 

 

Seeks a slower, more-measured approach to social, economic, legal, & 

cultural change, with laws, regulations & limits in place intended to 

reduce the possibility of radical, unforeseen consequences. Can be 

found in both authoritarian and democratic societies. 

 

Supports political democracy & favors a strong social safety-net, but 

also permits some  degree of capitalism. Believes unfettered capitalism 

gets in the way of freedom, equality, and solidarity. 

 

Strong central government & leader, with individual liberties strictly 

subordinated to the state. Marked by authoritarianism, militarism,  

nationalism, & often imperialistic tendencies. Favoritism may be 

shown to those businesses, industries or institutions which best serve 

the  interests of the ruler and/or the state. Cultural homage to the state 

may also be encouraged. 

 

Though fundamentally centrist in approach, a solution which favors the 

more liberal interpretation of a given law or policy is preferred over the 

conservative approach, which emphasizes controls, regulations &  

imposed limitations. A ‘no, we can trust the people with a smaller 

number of rules’ mentality prevails. 



Definitions 

  North of Center……………………………… 

 

 

 

Liberalism……………………………………. 

 

 

 

Libertarianism………………………………. 

 

 

 

Libertarian Capitalism…………………….. 

 

 

 

Right-of-Center……………………………. 

 

 

 

Socialism…………………………………... 

 

 

 

South-of-Center…………………………... 

 

 

Totalitarianism…………………………... 

 

 

Utilitarianism……………………………. 

 

 

Want a very balanced, non-extreme solution to problems, but all things 

considered, they want some rather strict controls & a clear chain-of-

command established for carrying it out. Not authoritarian, but leaning 

that way. 

 

A fundamental political orientation which favors social equality & 

progressive ideals, with personal freedom & economic parity          

considered more preferable than socially-conservative policies & a 

minimally-regulated, winner-take-all, capitalist system. 

 

‘That government is best which governs least’ is their motto. Minimal 

government & few governmental services. Just enough government to 

keep the country running & deal with outsiders considered the most 

desirable. Many libertarians object to such public services as fire    

departments, police departments, public libraries, welfare programs, & 

public hospitals as coercive, un-asked-for expenditures of public funds. 

 

They believe in as minimal a set of rules, regulations & laws governing 

capitalist enterprises as possible. The thinking is that the more rules, 

regulations & laws there are, the more business is hampered in it’s 

ability to innovate, stimulate the economy & make money. May be 

conservative in other ways, but not when it comes to capitalism. 

 

Favors political solutions which avoid the extremes of too-much or too

-little governmental control, but which will also keep societal mores in 

mind & not impose too great a burden or restriction on business or the 

institutions of society, such as religious or non-profit organizations. A 

cousin of North-of-Center. 

 

Government provides many human services to it’s population,        

such as housing, food, health care, pension services, & the like. Some 

private enterprise endeavors may be permitted, but they are  subject to 

government regulation & monitoring; too much capitalism seen as 

harming social equity & cohesion. 

 

Want a very balanced, non-extreme solution to problems, but all things 

considered, wants as few controls & restrictions as necessary, & a  

simple chain-of-command which is more oversight & than directive in 

nature. A twin of sorts to Left-of-Center. 

 

Government exerts total control over the people, the economy, the arts, 

& expression of thought. Dissent, differing views which do not match 

that of the ruler are suppressed, ruthlessly if necessary. 

 

Commonsense rules, regulations & laws are a paramount considera-

tion. The attitude toward any law or government department is, does it 

serve a purpose? Does it work for the  benefit of the greatest number of 

the people? Like the existence of cryptozoological animals, the      

existence of a truly utilitarian government is subject to debate.  



List of Possible Questions 

 In what political direction should we, collectively, head in relation to (fill in the blank with the specific      

political issue)? 

 In what general political direction is the (locality/region/nation) headed in the next few years? 

 In what general political direction is (elected official/politician) headed in the next few years? 

 What is (fill in the blank)’s conscious political orientation? 

 What is (fill in the blank)’s subconscious political orientation? 

 What is the basic political orientation of the candidate who is most likely to win the election? 

 In what political direction would (elected official’s name) head, if they thought they could get away with it, 

and still get re-elected? 

 In the legislation being considered, what political viewpoint needs more incorporation into the proposed bill in 

order for it to pass? 

 It feels like (fill in the blank)’s fundamental political persuasion is shifting. In what direction are they       

heading?  

 Where will they ultimately end up? 

 Which political orientation on this spectrum chart represents the compromise position on this issue?  

 To what degree are they willing to meet us half-way? 

 Will this be a permanent change? 

 Will this be a temporary change? 

 Are we likely to reach an acceptable compromise on (fill in the blank with issue under discussion)?  

 Will we get the needed number of people on-board in order to enact the proposed legislation we desire? 

 What should be our primary focus in addressing this issue? 

 What is the other group’s/political party’s primary focus in this issue? 

 Where do I come down politically on this issue? 

 Where does my fundamental political affiliation lie? 



Political Spectrum Answer Sheet 

Date: ______________________________ 

Question: 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Answer: 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Ideas/Plan of Action: 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Result: 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Date: ______________________________ 

Question: 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Answer: 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Ideas/Plan of Action: 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Result: 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Date: ______________________________ 

Question: 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Answer: 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Ideas/Plan of Action: 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Result: 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 


