
GLOSSARY OF ANIMALS 

 

What follows is a list of possible messages represented by animals you might see. Some of these meanings come 

from European folklore, a few from Native American or Asian folklore. If, by chance, you see an animal which 

isn’t on this list, consider what is known about this animal. What is the folklore surrounding it? How is it 

behaving? These are the most important considerations. 

 

Ass/Donkey-if you encounter one in real life and it’s coming toward you from the opposite direction, it’s a bad 

omen. If it’s just a picture which pops up spontaneously, a bad omen but not as bad. 

Bat-to hear one squeaking as it flies presages bad luck. It’s also consider Chinese folklore that a bat is a sign of 

good fortune, since the Chinese word for ‘bat’ is a homonym for their word for ‘luck.’ 

Bee-if a bee flies into the house, it is thought to bring luck to the home’s inhabitants if it’s kept prisoner in the 

house for a short time. To kill a bee was thought to bring bad luck. In some areas, fishermen believed that to see 

a bee fly in the direction they were moving as a harbinger of a good catch. Oddly, the ancient Romans 

considered seeing an entire swarm of bees in flight to be a very ill omen, portending catastrophe and defeat in 

battle. 

Beetle-if you’re on a walk and you see a beetle scuttle across your path, it’s regarded as a very lucky omen. The 

larger the beetle, the greater the good fortune it brings. A prominent biologist, asked once what he thought of 

God, was silent for a minute, then simply replied, “He has an inordinate fondness for beetles.” 

Bear-a powerful Earth symbol, the Bear is associated with maternity and healing. 

Beaver-construction and destruction; productivity; a hard-worker; changing the landscape to make it serve 

one’s needs; the family home and the family unit; the timber industry. 

Bison-to unexpectedly encounter a bison is a fortunate omen, a sign of prosperity and plenty to come. To Native 

Americans who used every part of the animal, the bison meant food, clothing, shelter and other accouterments 

of daily life. To them, the bison was a sacred animal which represented divine favor. If you have been suffering 

from want and lack, the bison is a happy sign good fortune is on its way to you.  

Cat-though a common animal, there is some significance attached to them. In some cultures, a black cat is good 

luck, in others, bad luck. To kill a cat brings great bad luck, and treading on its tail is considered unfortunate. If a 

cat abandons the house where it lives for no apparent reason, some disaster may be coming for the inhabitants 

of the house. 

Cockroach-if a cockroach is seen in a place where it is not normally seen, it is considered a harbinger of death. 

Coyote-in Native American folklore, the Coyote is the Trickster. If you see one, it could be a hint that things are 

not what they appear to be. Someone may be deceiving you. 

Cricket-a lucky omen, they betoken peace, prosperity and domestic happiness, especially if they are found in the 

house. For crickets to mysteriously abandon a house which they’ve inhabited for a long time is considered a 

harbinger of illness or death to come. 

 



Deer-because the deer is seen by so many as a food source in harsh times, to see one can be taken as an omen 

of future sustenance in hard times, that you will receive what you need. In   European folklore, deer often lead 

the hero to the realms of the Gods, so to see one could be an omen that you will soon undertake a ‘miraculous 

journey’ of sorts yourself, a call to take a journey of the spirit. Because they are seen as a food source, deer may 

be conveying a message of sacrifice, a some-will-taken-and-others-will-be-left omen. 

Dog-a very common sight in many parts of the world, there is, nonetheless, folklore associated with them. If a 

dog is baying at the moon, or howling outside the house at night, a death is foreshadowed somewhere in the 

neighborhood. This effect is strengthened if more than one dog is doing it at the same time. In European 

folklore, a large black dog is regarded as a manifestation of the Devil, and to see one was considered an evil 

omen. In English folklore, to see a large black dog was considered an omen of death, especially if it simply stood 

staring at the onlooker. 

Ferret-to meet a ferret is a sign success will attend any enterprise you’re currently contemplating. Unless said 

ferret is your friend’s pet, then you’ll see it too often for it to mean anything. 

Fox-famed for both its beautiful red coat and its ability to elude hunters, to see a fox can mean either there is 

deceit around you, or that you need to be a little more tricky and elusive yourself. You may need to stay close to 

home or a place of safety in case you need to ‘run to ground.’  

Goat-a fortunate omen, to see a goat foretells prosperity and gain. Try to keep that in mind if it comes up and 

butts you with its head. 

Grasshopper-a foretelling of travelling and good news to come. 

Hare-generally considered an omen of ill fortune, to have a hare cross your path means disappointment and 

disaster. In some parts of the world, a belief in the hare’s ill-portent is so strong that if they set out on an errand, 

or leave the house to carry out an important project they have in mind, and they see a hare, they will 

immediately turn back, because it’s believed whatever they set out to do will end in failure. (Please note, the 

Hare and the Rabbit are two different species).  

Horse-revered by ancient societies for its ability to move men and materials quickly from place to place, the 

horse has been associated with travel, the land itself and sovereignty over it, and certain Goddesses in the 

pantheons of the Celtic peoples, who regarded the horse as a sacred animal. Red was associated with death by 

the Celts, so to them, to see a red horse could be taken as an omen of disaster. The figure of the Pooka was 

depicted as a black horse that ran through the fields and spoiled the remaining crop on Halloween night. 

Ladybug-a harbinger of good fortune, with a seven-spotted one being especially lucky. (Although I don’t know 

why, as they bite). 

Lamb-to encounter a single, solitary lamb indicates peace, happiness and love to come. 

Lizard-to encounter any sort of lizard in a place where you wouldn’t normally expect to find one is considered an 

omen of a disappointment to come. 

Mouse-eek! To be presented with a white mouse by someone unaware of its significance, portends happiness 

and success in love. To be presented with a brown or reddish mouse portends the same, although to a lesser 

degree. To be presented with a gray mouse brings evil and the risk of danger. 

Ox-unexpectedly meeting an ox while on the road is a foretelling of prosperity and monetary gain. 

 



Pig(Hog)-to encounter one is very unlucky, as it portends a reason for serious worry soon. If a wedding party 

leaving the church to head for the reception encounters a stray pig, it’s believed to foretell an unhappy married 

life for the newly-married pair. If you’ve been suffering multiple worries, then to encounter a truckload of hogs 

on their way to be butchered could be an encouraging omen your worries will soon be vanquished.  

Praying Mantis-courage, fearlessness and the martial arts. Certain ancient cultures saw this insect as a ‘way-

shower.’ Ancient Greeks thought praying mantises had supernatural abilities, and could show the lost the way 

home. Ancient Egyptians thought the Praying Mantis had the ability to show the dead to the Underworld. 

Rabbit-a couple of different meanings for this one. In a few cultures, the rabbit is considered a trickster figure, 

who uses cunning to outwit his enemies. In Asia and Europe, three rabbits together was a sign of peace, 

tranquility and purity. To the ancient Aztecs, they represented fertility, parties, and drunkenness. In Jewish 

folklore, the rabbit is associated with cowardice. Depending on your situation, issue, culture, and the rabbit’s 

behavior, you’ll have to use your intuition to discern which meaning seeing a rabbit means for you. 

Rat-this is one of those animals which has been used as an omen since the Roman Empire. To them, to see a 

white rat was auspicious, and a black rat was considered most unfortunate (presumably, seeing a gray rat was 

bad luck, but not as bad as seeing a black rat). If you find any of your personal property has been gnawed by 

rats, then postpone any business you’ve been contemplating, because it’s considered a very evil omen for you. 

Sheep-to unexpectedly encounter a flock of sheep is a very lucky sign, especially if they are coming toward you. 

For a newly-married couple, coming from the ceremony and going to the reception, to encounter a flock of 

sheep is a sign the marriage will be a happy and fortunate one. 

Snake-to unexpectedly encounter a snake is an omen of treachery, betrayal and jealousy. If it’s coming toward 

you, then these unwelcome sentiments are being directed your way. If the snake is heading away from you, then 

it signifies treachery, betrayal and jealousy directed at your enemies.   

Spider-in European folklore, to see a spider in the morning is an omen of grief to come. To see a spider at noon 

foretells trouble and anxiety. To see a spider in the evening foretells a loss of money.  To discover a spider on 

your clothes or person is an omen of future prosperity. To come upon a spider while it’s spinning its web means 

a plot is being hatched against you. To kill a spider, particularly at night, is considered to bring bad luck. To 

Native Americans, the spider was a very positive symbol; she is seen as a guide and a helper of humankind and a 

wise counselor. So if you’ve been struggling, then to see a spider could indicate you will soon receive assistance. 

In African folklore, the spider Anansi is a trickster figure. It will be up to you to intuit which message is true; 

there could be multiple meanings. 

Squirrel-to meet a squirrel betokens approaching happiness. If the squirrel you encounter is of a variety or color 

you don’t normally see, the happiness may come from an unusual quarter. On the other hand, a squirrel may 

sending you the cautionary message that you need to consider ways you can ‘squirrel-away’ resources for the 

proverbial rainy day, because you’re distinctly lacking in resources if an emergency comes up. 

Tortoise-to encounter one is a lucky omen, considered to signify tranquility and protection. Alternatively, some 

species of Tortoises are known to be very-long-lived creatures. To see one could herald the beginning of a long-

term situation. Think hard about any commitments you’re asked to make at this time; it could mean a greater-

involvement than you think. 

Weasel-to see a weasel foretells domestic discord and worry over family matters. Alternatively, to ‘weasel out’ 

of something means to cleverly-evade a commitment or responsibility, so this could warn of someone who will 

shirk their share of the load. Of course, if the Weasel is someone’s pet, whom you see on a regular basis, no 

significant omen can be derived. 



Wild Boar/Wild(feral)Pig-symbolic of raw destructive power and the warrior spirit, if you’re unlucky enough to 

see or encounter one, it may be an omen of destruction, war or loss to come. (Indeed, that may be exactly what 

this animal has visited upon you if you encounter it). If you are in the armed forces and going off to war soon, 

the appearance of the wild boar (or pig) can be a welcome sign you will be successful in the fight. The Wild Boar 

has also been considered a figure who leads the hero to the realm of the Gods. In this sense, it may be calling 

upon you to undertake a miraculous journey, possibly into the wilds of your own spirit. 

Wolf-the wolf is seen in European cultures as symbolic of intuition, learning by doing and sometimes risking, and 

the shadow side of one’s nature. In Native American traditions, the wolf is considered to represent courage, 

strength, loyalty, familial devotion, victory, inventiveness, free will, the ability to escape, and success at hunting. 

He was revered as a great warrior by hunting tribes. The wolf has carried with it at various times the dualistic 

meanings of both great good and terrible evil.  

 


