
TAROT CARD MEANINGS 

 

There are more potential meanings to the Tarot cards than appears in the following pages. 

When discerning the meaning of a card in a reading, take your cue from the image on the card 

and the matter you are asking about. Free-associate. What does the image suggest to you? A 

minor detail in the artwork on the card can mean a lot within the context of your question.  

THE MAJOR ARCANA 

 

0 – The Fool. Description: A bundle of belongings slung over his shoulder, the 

light-hearted Fool is about to step off a precipice, totally disregarding the 

danger, even though a small white dog near his feet is barking at him to ‘wake 

up and pay attention!’. Upright Meanings: Beginner’s Mind. A fresh new 

beginning or choice is offered to you. Childlike wonder. A carefree attitude. A 

mind free of biases. A leap into the unknown. Also, anyone who has been a fool about 

something. Reversed Meanings: A faulty start. Things start off on the wrong foot. The choice or 

decision made was faulty and based on bad information or wrong premises, and now you are 

paying the price. Some folly or indiscretion may have been committed. 

1 – The Magician. Description: A magician stands before a table with symbols 

of the four minor suits in front of him. His wand-hand points skyward, while his 

other hand points down. Upright Meanings: Creative Power. Taking a thought 

in the head and making it a physical reality. Energy manipulators. Manipulators 

of all kinds. Dexterity. Having the knowledge to do something and using it to 



best advantage. Taking the raw materials of the Universe and transforming them into 

something else. Reversed Meanings: Wrong use of power. Incompetence. Something went 

wrong in the translation. Overconfidence. The Trickster. Insufficient thinking went into the 

planning and execution, and not enough ability either. Biting off more than you can chew. 

2 – The High Priestess. Description: A high priestess, with a symbol of the 

moon on her crown, sits between two pillars, one white, one black. She is 

holding a rolled-up scroll in her hand. Upright Meanings: Secrets, hidden 

influences, the as-yet unrevealed future, classified information, intuitive 

awareness, the virgin goddess archetype and all who follow Her. Reversed 

Meanings: Not listening to one’s inner voice, one’s intuition, not respecting the need for 

secrecy. Secrets, hidden influences or behind-the-scenes activities are exposed. 

3 – The Empress. Description: A woman with a crown on her head sits on 

comfortable cushions in a natural setting. A heart-shaped shield with the glyph 

of Venus stands propped-up near her. In some decks, she is visibly pregnant. 

Upright Meanings: The Mother, material abundance, fertility, a bountiful 

harvest, Mother Nature, creativity, an abundance of ideas, feminine sexuality 

and the free exercise of it. Reversed Meanings: Blocked creativity, infertility, a poor harvest, 

difficulty conceiving, stagnation, barrenness, drought, material want, and poverty.  

 



4 – The Emperor. Description: A crowned, robed man sits on a stone throne. 

Rams-head motifs adorn either his throne or his attire. He is usually depicted 

holding a scepter. Upright Meanings: The Father, a head-of-state, the decider. 

Leadership, self-mastery, domination, control, fearlessness, firmness, law and 

order. Male sexuality and its expression in the world. Power and the raw 

exercise of it. Reversed Meanings: Tyranny, abuse of power, the bully, immaturity, one who 

does not want to take responsibility. A weak character; someone who may be pretending to be 

strong, or think of himself as strong, when in actuality, he is not. 

5 – The Hierophant. Description: A man in the robes and vestments of a priest 

and either a mitre or a papal crown on his head, sit on a throne. He is holding a 

staff of office in one hand and the other raised in priestly benediction. In front 

of him stand two acolytes or altar boys in prayer. Upright Meanings: Organized 

religion, the government, tradition. The accepted, established organizations 

and institutions of society. To be ruled by conventional standards of acceptable behavior. All 

those who live life ‘by the book.’ Reversed Meanings: Rebellious feelings and behavior. 

Unorthodox behavior, expression and values. The non-conformist. Overthrowing governmental 

bodies, leaving an organized religion, political party or association. ‘I’ll go my own way.’ A 

revolutionary or anarchist. 



6 – The Lovers. Description: Two naked lovers stand out in nature. In some 

cards, an angel looks down on them from above. Upright Meanings: A choice 

between two loves or attractions. Sometimes this can actually indicate a 

romance or sexual involvement by the inquirer, but it can also indicate two 

parties working closely together because they believe in the same thing. A new 

relationship. A temptation thrown in your path. Reversed Meanings: A bad choice. A break-up. 

Love-gone-wrong. A relationship entered-into for the wrong reasons. Estrangement, a failed 

test, a relationship which is troubled and may be coming un-done. 

7 – The Chariot. Description: A prince in splendid armor rides under a starry 

canopy. His two steads are black and white, one representing mercy, the other, 

justice. There are no reins on these animals, so confident is the chariot-rider of 

his control over them. Upright Meanings: Conquest, victory, confidence, things 

moving along fast. Clear-mindedness, mastery and the will to succeed. 

Transportation, vehicles, progress. Reversed Meanings: Out-of-control. Trying to slow down 

the too-rapid pace of events. An obstacle which causes the vehicle to crash. Recklessness or 

overweening ambition. An unbalanced life or uncontrolled passions lead to a downfall. A trip 

delayed. 

8 – Strength. Description: A woman, robed in white, decorated in flowers, and 

wearing the infinity symbol over her head, is standing with a lion beside her. 

She is controlling the jaws of the lion and shows no fear of it. Because she has 

moral force and mastery of herself, she does not fear the lion will turn and 

rend her. Upright Meanings: Strength, particularly moral strength; willpower, 



endurance, vitality, able to tame the beast within. The ability to persuade without having to use 

force, because one’s influence or the power available to them is just that strong. Reversed 

Meanings: Weakness of every kind, sickness, vulnerability, being bullied because they know you 

can’t or won’t fight back. Having been undermined, they are free to take advantage of you, 

because they see you as weak. 

9 – The Hermit. Description: A hermit in simple, dull-colored robes, holds a 

staff in one hand and a lit lamp held up in his other hand. He stands alone on a 

snowy mountaintop. Upright Meanings: Wisdom or counsel offered. Shedding 

light on a subject; also investigations. Possibly a need for solitude in order to 

meditate, contemplate and reflect. Withdrawal may be counseled here. 

Reversed Meanings: Rejecting the knowledge or wisdom offered. Not being heard in the 

whirlwind or simply being ignored. Being shunned. You may need some alone-time now, but it’s 

just not possible at the moment. Not listening to one’s own inner wisdom. 

10 – The Wheel of Fortune. Description: A straightforward depiction of the 

Wheel of Fortune with various creatures or people around it. Upright 

Meanings: Things are going your way. The unexpected arrival of good fortune. 

The laws of chance are in your favor right now, so take advantage of it. It’s a 

matter of timing, and the time is right. Reversed Meanings: What goes up, 

must come down. Unexpected bad luck. Your situation may have taken an unforeseen turn for 

the worse. Things may seem to be going against you. Hang in there, it’s not permanent. 



11 – Justice. Description: A gender-ambiguous, crowned figure in plain robes is 

seated on a small throne, the scales of justice in one hand, and an upright-

sword in the other. Upright Meanings: the Law, legal affairs and everything 

having to do with the law. A balanced judgment. Trust that Justice, either legal 

or karmic, will be done. Reversed Meanings: A miscarriage of justice; a bad 

decision; bad law. Being judged unfairly. Someone uses the machinery of the law to commit an 

injustice. 

12 – The Hanged Man. Description: A young man in medieval dress hangs 

upside-down by one foot from a T-shaped cross. His hands appear to be bound 

behind him, and his other leg is folded behind the first, giving the appearance 

his legs are forming the number 4. His facial expression is serene and calm, in 

spite of his situation. Upright Meanings: Seeing things from a new perspective. 

Surrendering to a higher power or the wisdom of the Universe, since you can’t do anything else. 

Being immobilized. You’ve been caught. Things may be at a stand-still. This can also indicate 

someone with clairvoyant ability. Reversed Meanings: A useless sacrifice. Stuck in the same 

situation. Refusal to break from the past, or to see how one’s own decisions and shortcomings 

puts you in situations like this. The time of immobility or indecision may be coming to an end.  

13 – Death. Description: A skeleton in black armor on horseback, carrying a 

banner with a white, five-petaled rose on it, treads slowly across the 

countryside, while a woman and child look away from him in disgust and 

dread. Upright Meanings:  Major change and transformation. Something or 

someone is coming to an end, or dying, or soon will. A necessary or fated 



change. The death of the old, followed by the birth of the new. Revolution. Reversed 

Meanings: Resistance to necessary change. Trying to keep a certain person or situation alive, 

and refusing to see it needs to be let go. Stagnation, decay. Refusal to clear out the old.  

14 – Temperance. Description: The Archangel Michael stands with one foot on 

land and the other on water. On the upper chest of his white robe is a small 

square with a triangle inside of it. He is holding two goblets, between which he 

is transferring a stream of water, in defiance of gravity. Behind him in the 

distance, the sun is either rising or setting. Upright Meanings: Moderation, 

coordination, cooperation, blending, tempering influences, harmonious co-existence, 

combining various elements to come up with something bigger and better. Accommodation, 

mercy, artistic creation, a balanced expression of sexuality. Reversed Meanings: Extremism, 

imbalance, intolerance, failure to exercise self-control which has negative consequences. 

Volatility and throwing caution to the wind.  

15 – The Devil. Description: The Devil stands perched on a pillar, one hand 

upraised and the other holding down a lit torch. Two small figures, a naked 

man and woman, are chained to the pillar on which the Devil perches. The 

chains around their necks are loose, but they make no move to free 

themselves. Upright Meanings: Bondage to the material world. Making a deal 

with the Devil. ‘The Devil is in the Details.’ Indulgence in all kinds of sin without any sense of 

moderation. Addiction. Being so committed to one world-view and one course of action, one is 

blind to the evils which may result from it. Reversed Meanings: Release from bondage. 

Recognizing how one has been chained by addictions, bad habits or bad character traits, and 



resolving to be free of them. Making a clean-breast of one’s deal with the Devil and being 

willing to accept whatever legal retribution comes. 

16 – The Tower. Description: A tower struck by lightning is burning. The 

lightning bolt has dislodged the crown at the top, which flies off, while two 

figures leap head-long from the tower to the jagged rocks below. Upright 

Meanings: A sudden, dramatic catastrophe, with life-changing after-effects. 

The overthrow of selfish ambition. Change comes in a sudden, dramatic and 

unforeseen fashion. The overthrow of an existing way of life. Disruption will bring 

enlightenment in its wake. Reversed Meanings: A shock. Freedom of some variety or degree 

has been gained, but at great cost. Repair work may now begin. A lesser degree of the upright 

meaning. Also, trying to ward off a foreseeable catastrophe, keeping a lid on it. A, B, and C are 

keeping a secret from D, because they know he’d EXPLODE if he ever knew the truth. 

17 – The Star. Description: A beautiful maiden kneels by a pool of water, with 

the kneeling-leg on land and the other foot on the surface of the water. She 

has a pitcher in each hand and she is pouring water from the pitchers onto land 

and water. Upright Meanings: Hope, courage, inspiration, restoration, renewal, 

rising spirits. The worst is behind you, now healing may come. Bright prospects; 

a new job, a new home, the promise of a brighter future. Reversed Meanings: doubt, 

pessimism, stubbornness, refusal to accept the help which is offered. A glass-half-empty 

mentality. 

 



18 – The Moon. Description: Two canines, a dog and a wolf, stand between 

two towers and howl at the full moon overhead. Behind them, a lobster or 

crayfish is crawling onto land from the pool of the unconscious. Upright 

Meanings: Deception, things going on behind the scenes, unforeseen perils, 

deep instinctual forces at work, secrets. Also the card of the psychic; intuition, 

things bubbling up from the unconscious, the unfoldment of latent powers. Inspiration coming 

from the vast ocean of the unconscious mind. Reversed Meanings: Hidden things come to light, 

possibly nasty things. Bringing things into conscious awareness in order to be dealt-with.  

Seeing things as they really are. Confusion, being in the dark, vague fears, a warning of danger. 

19 – The Sun. Description: A naked child with a red feather in his hair rides 

gleefully on the back of a white horse in a flower garden with the sun shining 

brightly overhead, because HEY! Life is great! He has nothing to hide. Upright 

Meanings: Success, attainment, liberation, fulfillment. A reason for joy enters 

your life. The light of the noon-day sun shines on everything and every dark 

corner is exposed. Reversed Meanings: Future plans clouded; there may be only partial or 

delayed success. Uncertainty. Possibly a loss or set-back of some kind, which puts a damper on 

your otherwise- sunny mood. Mostly reason for happiness, but something has thrown a bit of 

shade over the whole thing.  

 

 



20 – Judgement. Description: The naked dead, their arms outstretched to the 

angel overhead, stand up in their saracophagi, which for some reason are 

floating on the ocean, while the angel blows his horn to signal the arrival of 

Judgement Day. Upright Meanings: A summing up. The final decision. A case 

decided on by a court of law. Reaching a developmental milestone. A rite of 

passage. You have enough credits to pass. An Act of God which seems to definitively sum-up 

God’s opinion about the matter. Reversed Meanings: A disappointing final decision one has no 

choice but to accept. Not liking and disagreeing with the judgement passed. The decision goes 

against you. An unwelcome life transition. A forced ending. Being found wanting, and punished 

accordingly. You flunked.   

21 – The World. Description: A veiled woman, whom some speculate may be a 

hermaphrodite, dances with two wands in either hand inside a wreath which 

encompasses most of the card. Symbols of the four elements stand in each 

corner. Upright Meanings: The end. The culmination of everything which went 

before. Reaching a natural conclusion. Completion of a cycle, to be followed by 

a new cycle, but not just yet. That’s all she wrote. Graduation Day. Journey’s end and the joy of 

triumph, attainment and a job-well-done. Reversed Meanings: A delay in wrapping something 

up successfully. Success yet to be won. A failure of one’s vision to succeed. An unsatisfactory 

outcome or ending; things did not conclude as well as expected. 

 

 



THE MINOR ARCANA 

WANDS 

The Wands are the suit of energy, growth, enterprise, business activity, the world of ideas, 

communication, creativity, and agriculture. Wands are associated with the suit of Fire. 

Ace of Wands – Description: A disembodied hand holds forth a green and 

growing stave from a floating cloud. Yod-like leaves float in the air around it. 

Upright Meanings: The beginning of a new business, a new enterprise, a new 

project. There is energy and enthusiasm here. Reversed Meanings: A false start; 

abortive attempts; difficulty getting started. Poor preparation and advance work led to a crash-

and-burn. 

Two of Wands – Description: A wealthy merchant, flanked by two staves, one 

which he holds in his hand and one which is fixed to the parapet wall, stands on 

a balcony of his home, staring out to sea. He is holding a small globe in his other 

hand. Upright Meanings: A venture, a plan, or an enterprise has been launched; 

now, you’re just waiting to see it bear fruit. High hopes for success. Involvement with the wider 

world. Waiting for a reply from overseas or far away. Reversed Meanings: Fears that a good 

beginning may not bear fruit. Misgivings about a venture. A business venture which does not 

work out. Your high hopes have crashed and burned. 



Three of Wands – Description: A wealthy merchant (possibly the same man in 

the Two of Wands) is standing on a high promontory. He is wearing colorful 

robes and stands with three wands around him, as his three ships sail in the 

harbor, laden with merchandise he will sell for profit. Upright Meanings: Initial 

success of a new business, an early win. Receiving a favorable reply from overseas. Successful 

completion of the first phase of a project, but more remains to be done. Reversed Meanings: A 

good beginning did not bear fruit, or was not as successful as you had hoped. A poor return on 

investment. You may need to return to the drawing board on this one. Perhaps you were being 

overconfident or unrealistic? Your earlier attainments or achievements may be slipping away.  

Four of Wands – Description: Four staves are set in place around a small stage, 

and are decorated with garlands of flowers. Celebrating people can be seen in 

the card. Upright Meanings: You’ve put in the hard work and have now 

harvested the benefits of all that hard work, now you may celebrate and enjoy 

your much-deserved fortune. A harvest celebration. Perfect work, prosperity 

and peace. A good home, a haven of rest. A wedding celebration. Reversed Meanings: Lesser-

Success. Still celebratory, but the harvest wasn’t as bountiful as you hoped for. You desire 

marriage, but may have to settle for a non-marital arrangement instead. Happiness, once some 

difficulties are overcome. 

 

 



Five of Wands – Description: Five young men with quarter-staves in hand are 

fighting, or are they are just sparring, pretending to fight? Upright Meanings: 

Disagreements, quarrels, a melee, an exciting challenge, sporting events. 

Competition in your chosen-field of activity may be keen. You may have to fight 

with determination in order to obtain what you want. Quarrel with a neighbor. 

Or is this ‘fight’ just a distraction, while someone else is picking your pocket? Reversed 

Meanings: Unproductive bickering, squabbles and disagreements. Possibly peace and harmony 

after a conflict. The fight, the struggle is over, now it’s time to rest or to proceed as planned. 

Harmony in one’s affairs, generosity to the point of prodigality, love of sports. Realization that 

the conflict gained you nothing, and may, in fact, have cost you. 

Six of Wands – Description: A well-dressed nobleman on horseback, carrying a 

stave decorated with a crown of laurel leaves and wearing another crown of 

laurel leaves on his head, rides through a crowd. Five men in the crowd 

holding staves wave them in the air, cheering for him. Upright Meanings: 

Success, victory, the conquering hero returns home to the cheers and 

accolades of all. Achievement of one’s ends and reaping rich rewards for it. Reversed 

Meanings: Victory is delayed, or eludes you altogether. Possible defeat. Bad news may come to 

you from another’s victory. The winner may have become proud, insolent and unendurable 

from his victory. Fantasies of a future victory come to naught. 

 

 



Seven of Wands – Description: A young man standing on high-ground with a 

quarter-staff in his hands is fighting off six other quarter-staves coming at him 

from below. Upright Meanings: Under attack from all sides. Holding one’s own 

in a fight or conflict. You have the advantage, occupying the higher ground in 

this fight, but with six against one, how long can you hold them off? You might, 

just might, win this, but it’s going to be tough at best. The enemy’s going to make you work for 

it. Reversed Meanings: Feeling vulnerable, overwhelmed, or at a disadvantage. You may want 

to just leave this battle. Retreating in the face of a confrontation. Fighting a losing battle. Giving 

up in the face of opposition. The challenge here may be to continue the fight, even in the face 

of overwhelming odds; only you can decide. 

Eight of Wands – Description: Eight thrown staves, flying through the air over 

the landscape, are angled downward, as if they are about to reach their 

destination. Upright Meanings: Approach to a goal. Frenzy, excitement, the 

pace picks up, an acceleration of events, which may all seem to be happening 

at once, as if you were under sustained assault. Many incoming 

communications which you will have to deal with. Travel by air.  Something coming quickly. 

Reversed Meanings: Wasted energy, miscommunications, possibly deliberately-garbled 

messages, upsetting news, ill-considered and precipitate actions. Forcing the issue, acting at the 

wrong moment. The staves reach their destination and land with a disappointing thud. 

 

 



Nine of Wands – Description: A wary, weary soldier, his head bandaged, stands 

with a stave clasped in his hands. Eight more staves stand in readiness for 

future battles behind him. Upright Meanings: Under assault; there’s been 

fighting going on, and more fighting remains to be done in order to achieve 

victory, but for now, ‘all’s quiet on the western front.’ A strong, obstinate spirit 

who will fight back for what he considers right. War-weary, feeling fatigued, but knowing the 

war is far from over yet. Reversed Meanings: Unprepared for an attack, inadequate defenses, 

being caught off-guard. A weak body or spirit which is just not up to the fight. Bending in 

adversity. You’re in genuine danger of losing this war. Being in a situation which is above your 

pay-grade and beyond your ability to cope. 

Ten of Wands – Description: A man, his arms full of ten tall, heavy staves, 

staggers blindly with his burden toward a distant town. Upright Meanings: 

Carrying an oppressive load, either mentally or physically. Heavy 

responsibilities. Success and the achievement of your ends has meant carrying 

a heavier burden than you expected. Feeling that people are trying to weigh 

you down. Reversed Meanings: Release from stress, pressure, or a heavy load. Wise delegation 

of responsibilities or job tasks may accomplish this. A clever, eloquent person who knows how 

to shift his burdens onto other people’s shoulders. An opportunity to lay your burden down 

may present itself. Receiving little in return for all your hard work.  Applying all one’s strength 

or energy toward bad or selfish ends.  

 



 

Page of Wands – Description: A young person of uncertain gender stands 

looking at the stave they are holding in their hands. Upright Meanings: 

Invigorating good news which gets the juices flowing, or new opportunities are 

on the way. Good news about employment. Exhilarating romantic or sexual 

possibilities may be in the offing. Choose this card to represent a child with 

blond or red hair and blue or green eyes. Reversed Meanings: Bad or upsetting news. 

Unwelcome information. Receiving a rejection, a dismissal, a curt reply. Bad employment news, 

either being fired or not getting the job. Sexual frustration, unrequited love, or receiving a ‘Dear 

John’ letter. The nays have it, the motion is rejected. 

Knight of Wands – Description: A knight in full armor, his tabard covered in 

salamanders or fire motifs, charges across the countryside on his horse, holding 

a raised staff in one hand. Upright Meanings: Change in the air, creative 

energy. An impetuous, possibly hot-headed young man who acts quickly and 

decisively. He is hasty in all that he does. An important situation is either 

entering or leaving your life. Someone who can be a generous friend or lover, but who can also 

create conflict or rivalry. A potential troublemaker. Choose this card to represent a young man 

with blond or red hair, and blue or green eyes. Reversed Meanings: Impatience. An abrasive 

personality who rubs people the wrong way and/or can cause all kinds of trouble. A reckless or 

disputatious individual. An aggressive attempt to ‘fix’ a situation which only makes things 

worse. A charming, but untrustworthy person—don’t give him an important task.  



 

Queen of Wands – Description: A fair-haired, confident-looking woman with a 

crown on her head, holding a staff and often seated on a throne. Upright 

Meanings: A career woman with a good head for business and an attractive 

personality. The life of the party. She can be equally competent on the home 

front. An attractive, sensible woman with good advice to offer. She has the 

power of attraction and command, but is well-liked and honorable. Choose for a woman with 

the same physical features as the Page and the Knight. Reversed Meanings: A neurotic and 

rigidly-inflexible woman who insists on getting her own way, no matter who it upsets. A jealous 

and vengeful nature that can turn on others quickly. A ruthlessly-ambitious woman who will use 

any means at her disposal to get what she wants. Beware of nosiness, and attempting to 

impose your values on others. 

King of Wands – Description: A king in rich robes with salamanders or fire 

motifs and a crown on his head, is seated on a throne and holds a staff. He 

wears a rather pugnacious expression on his face. Upright Meanings: A 

handsome and passionate man, often a good and charismatic leader, whose 

enthusiasm, commanding presence and all-around excellence draw others to 

him. Such a man may have good advice for the inquirer. Could be a successful businessman, 

who is also a good husband and father. Choose for an adult male of the same physical features 

as the Page and the Knight of this suit. Reversed Meanings: An arrogant, abrasive person who 

takes an intolerant and unyielding stance. You may have to stand your ground against such a 



person, rather than knowingly do something wrong. This could also indicate a con artist, one 

who uses their persuasive gifts for bad purposes. 

CUPS 

Cups are the suit of love, happiness, beauty, fertility, and all the emotions in general. Cups can 

indicate what is going on in the subconscious mind and things we don’t want to face, as 

opposed to other suits which deal with the conscious mind. 

Ace of Cups – Description: A beautiful chalice, overflowing with pure water, 

stands in mid-air. Sometimes held by a disembodied hand coming out of a 

cloud, sometimes just standing there. Upright Meanings: New emotional 

beginnings. A new love relationship could be beginning or coming soon. The 

first stirrings of love. A new breakthrough in spiritual understandings. The 

beginning of all good things.  Overwhelming emotions. The start of a new creative enterprise. 

Having an emotional fresh start after some personal setback. Reversed Meanings: Something 

goes wrong in love—unrequited love, someone else gains the love of the person you wanted, a 

partner is estranged, or the relationship comes apart. Lack of emotional fulfillment, or feeling 

like one is being ‘jerked-around’ on an emotional level. The wine of life has gone bitter. 

Two of Cups – Description: A couple gaze lovingly into each-others’ eyes and 

hold cups in their hands, as if offering them to each other, or making a pledge. 

Upright Meanings: The beginning of a new romance, or a well-balanced 

friendship. There is give and take here, harmony and cooperation. The 

beginning of a business partnership or mutual agreement which benefits both 



sides equally. An engagement or marriage. Reversed Meanings: Loss of balance in a 

relationship. Love turning into its opposite. A poorly-matched pair. A partnership or mutual 

agreement goes bad; one wants changes made, or they’re out.  

Three of Cups – Description: Three maidens are dancing in a circle and each 

holds a cup aloft, as if toasting each other for some great and joyous success 

they’ve achieved. Upright Meanings: Celebrating any life occasion, whether it’s 

a new relationship, a marriage, a birth, a graduation, a new job, or some other 

life victory, and sharing that joy with others. Now may be a time to relax, have 

fun, and enjoy life. It’s harvest time. The happy conclusion of an undertaking. Reversed 

Meanings: Pleasure turns to pain, abundance turns to want. Overindulgence in food, drink, or 

something else. The celebration turns out to have been premature. The party’s over, or is called 

off. A formerly-joyful situation now only brings pain. A victory is reversed. 

Four of Cups – Description: A young man, deep in though or deep in sulk, sits 

under a tree with crossed arms and legs. Three fine cups are neatly lined up on 

the ground in front of him, while a hand offers him a fourth, equally-fine cup 

on the left side of the picture. He isn’t looking at the fourth cup. Upright 

Meanings: Withdrawal from the world in response to some severe 

disappointment or dissatisfaction. Sulking. Contemplation, or going on a retreat. Retreating to 

lick one’s wounds. Being offered several options, and none of them are good. Being proffered 

something and told, ‘you’re going to take this, and you’re going to like it.’ Reversed Meanings: 

Feelings of discontent come to an end. There will be a return to the world of action. New 



relationships are now possible. New goals, new ambitions, and a fresh desire for work and 

accomplishment. You don’t have to choose, if the options are all bad. 

Five of Cups – Description: A man wearing a black cloak stands mourning over 

three fine cups which have been knocked over and their contents spilled onto 

the ground in front of him. Behind him stand two equally fine cups, still upright. 

Upright Meanings: So preoccupied mourning a loss, you’re in no mood to 

contemplate the good things in life which remain. You lost most of something, 

but not absolutely everything. Sustaining significant damage. Losing one’s perspective. 

Disillusionment and vain regret, but something of value still remains. Reversed Meanings: The 

pain is ending. There is a light at the end of the tunnel. Hope returns, new alliances form, 

courage is summoned up to overcome difficulties. A lover or friend (or both) from your past 

may resurface and reconnect with you. 

Six of Cups – Description: A boy offers a cup filled with flowers to a girl. A cup 

with flowers sits on the low garden wall behind him, and four more flower-

filled cups are lined up in front of the boy and girl. Upright Meanings: 

Nostalgia. Happy memories. Meeting up with a childhood acquaintance. A gift 

from an admirer. Possibly new surroundings, new opportunities, or an 

inheritance. Reversed Meanings: Clinging to the past and unwilling to live in the present, to 

adapt to present circumstances, or to try something new. Tied to the past, skeletons in the 

closet, unable to cut the apron strings. A desire to change the world back to the ways of an 

earlier, idealized, ‘better’ time, but having difficulty making it happen. 



Seven of Cups – Description: A man gazes up at seven cups floating on a silvery 

cloud. In the cups are objects of his desiring; a castle, great wealth, a laurel 

wreath, a beautiful woman, his own undiscovered divinity, and the like. 

Upright Meanings: Castles in the air. Fantasies. An imagination that has been 

working overtime. Desire for success instead of taking action toward it. Lack of 

mental clarity and dissipated energies. Confusion; someone may be throwing up a 

smokescreen. Reversed Meanings: A return to the world of reality. The fog lifts. Leaving fantasy 

behind in order to deal with what is. A goal is chosen and a plan of action put in place. 

Eight of Cups – Description: Eight fine cups are stacked with care in the 

foreground, while in the background, a cloaked figure with a staff has turned 

away, and is starting to head for higher, rockier ground. Upright Meanings: 

Leaving behind something which once meant a great deal to the inquirer in 

order to seek out something ‘higher.’ Abandoning one’s present materialistic 

mode of life for something simpler and more spiritual. Saying goodbye, letting go, and moving 

on. Feeling disenchantment with one’s present way of life, and leaving it behind for a more 

uncertain future. Setting a trap, snare or bomb, then retreating to let it do its evil work. 

Reversed Meanings: Sticking with a good situation, feeling fulfilled and satisfied. Returning to 

the material world after a period of isolation and asceticism. Refusing to move on, change, or 

grow, because of a fear of the unknown. Abandoning a valuable relationship, no matter how 

beneficial.  

 



Nine of Cups – Description: A plump, wealthy merchant sits smiling smugly in 

front of nine fine cups, lined up in a half-circle behind him. Upright Meanings: 

Material success, an assured future. A very profitable line of work. Your every 

wish is fulfilled. Physical, financial, or sexual well-being. Complete security is 

yours. Being satisfied with your lot in life to the point of smugness or 

overindulgence. Reversed Meanings: You do not get your wish. Your brilliant business plan 

didn’t pay-off handsomely like you thought it would. A possible lack of what you need. There 

may be deprivation or illness, but not of a lasting nature. Selfish overindulgence and an ‘I’ve got 

mine, screw you’ attitude on the part of someone better-off than the inquirer. Health problems 

born of excess. 

Ten of Cups – Description: A young couple joyously gestures to a half-circle of 

ten cups overhead. The cups are positioned in front of a rainbow. The couple’s 

children dance joyously off to one side of the picture, their house in the 

background. Upright Meanings: Joy. A happy family life, with no significant 

problems, physical afflictions, or financial worries. Valuing family above all. 

Having a good circle of friends. Contentment with life. Idealizing family life. Reversed 

Meanings: An unhappy home; there may be strife or poverty, and the couple may be divorcing. 

Something happening to disrupt any happy situation, whether it is a falling-out between 

friends, one of the couple having an extramarital affair, or an adolescent child acting-out. The 

‘one big happy family’ image may have been just a façade. 

 



 Page of Cups – Description: A young person of uncertain gender gazes at a fish 

peering up at them from the fine cup in their hand. Upright Meanings: 

Gentleness, sweetness, kindness. Good news, lovely news, possibly about the 

birth of a child or an impending wedding. A sometimes-dreamy person, 

interested in poetry and the arts, but can be courageous when needed. An 

invitation is extended. The beginning of a friendship. Choose this card for a child with light 

brown hair and hazel or dark grey eyes. Reversed Meanings: A selfish, spoiled, scatter-brained, 

or immature child. Possible alcoholism or drug addiction. It could be the inquirer who is 

displaying these traits, or simply muddled thinking. Irresponsibility, escapism, or lethargy. 

Reduced social interactions. Not living up to one’s potential. 

Knight of Cups – Description: A knight sits on a horse which is walking at a 

stately pace. He holds a fine cup aloft in front of him, as if formally offering it 

to someone. Upright Meanings: An offer, a tempting offer, a proposal, a bribe, 

or a seduction. You may meet someone with whom you will fall in love, or who 

offers you a new emotional experience. A young man of high intelligence or a 

romantic dreamer. Choose this card for a young man with light brown hair and hazel or dark 

grey eyes. Reversed Meanings: Beware of trickery or fraud. This person may not be what he 

appears or pretends to be. You are in danger of being misled. If it seems too good to be true, it 

usually is. Check the fine print. Beware of being hoodwinked or bamboozled.  

 

 



Queen of Cups – Description: A crowned woman sits on a throne by the sea, 

gazing at a fine cup which is either covered with a drape or is tightly-lidded. 

Upright Meanings: Deep feeling, nurturing. A good wife and a loving mother. 

Imaginative, poetic, dreamy, and kind, but will not give overly-much help to 

friends. Happiness and pleasure of a gentle, good-natured sort. Being 

presented with a mystery. Interest in the occult. Choose this card for a mature woman with the 

same physical features as the Page and Knight of this suit. Reversed Meanings: A fickle woman 

who may mean well, but is not to be relied-upon. A good woman in many ways, but perverse. 

May be emotionally-unstable in some way. An overly-involved mother in an ‘I’m only thinking 

about you, dear’ sort of way.  

King of Cups – Description: A crowned, calm man sits on a throne which is 

seemingly floating on the sea. He holds a cup, but is not looking at it. He gazes 

serenely into the distance. Upright Meanings: A man of business, law, 

government, or divinity. He may be interested in the arts and sciences. He is 

kind and considerate and willing to take responsibility. He covers his emotional 

nature with a calm exterior and enjoys a quiet power. Chose this card for a mature man with 

the same physical features as the Page and the Knight of this suit. Reversed Meanings: A 

powerful man, possibly with a crafty or violent nature. There is likely to be double-dealing with 

this man. He is sleazy, unethical, and there may be some scandal connected with him. He 

covers his unethical nature with a calm, collected demeanor. 

 



SWORDS 

Swords are the suit of strife, conflict, war, aggression, force, and misfortune, but also 

intelligence, both intellectual and spying intelligence. Can also be truth and judicial matters. 

Ace of Swords – Description: A sword held upright by a disembodied hand. 

Upright Meanings: A sense of power. Strength in adversity. The power of 

intellect. Becoming a champion in some field of endeavor. The ability to both 

love and hate with equal ardor. The beginning of a conquest, victory or course 

of action, for good or ill. The sword of truth comes to save the day. The birth of 

a child who could become a valiant leader someday. Reversed Meanings: Throwing one’s 

weight around. Beware of trying to use too much power to gain an end. Encountering obstacles 

and tyranny. Threats, excessive force, heavy-handedness. A might-makes-right mentality.  

Getting ready to stab someone in the back, or wage war on a perceived enemy. 

Two of Swords – Description: A blindfolded maiden sits with two swords in her 

hands, crossed in front of her. Behind her, the sea has rocks visible in it, as if 

near a rocky shore. Upright Meanings: A tense situation. An impasse. A 

stalemate in one’s affairs, or plagued with indecision. A restrictive situation. 

The inquirer may be on the horns of a dilemma and not be able to see clearly 

which path to choose. The swords are balanced for the moment, but it’s a precarious situation. 

Sooner or later, though, you will have to make a decision. Reversed Meanings: There has been 

a release, and now a little movement is possible, but move with care, for the rocks are still 



there. The decision has been made, either by you or for you, now you wait to see what will 

unfold. In any event, the stalemate or impasse is over and things may now move forward. 

Three of Swords – Description: Three swords pierce a heart, set floating against 

a grey and rainy sky. Upright Meanings: Betrayal, treason, sorrow; a heart in 

pain. Stormy weather for the affections.  Quarrels, conflict, estrangement, or 

endings of every kind which could cause pain. Upheavals in the family, or the 

possibility of civil war or political strife. Something to cry or be outraged about. 

Someone you never would have suspected does something you didn’t think they would do, and 

the disillusionment hurts. Reversed Meanings: The worst is over and the pain is lessening, but 

recent events have caused damage or loss, and the hurt lingers on. This can indicate a less-

harsh severance, but a severance nonetheless. A less-serious betrayal, but a betrayal 

nonetheless. Now recovery may begin. 

Four of Swords – Description: The tomb effigy of a knight lies in repose on a 

tomb. Three swords are mounted on the wall above him, while a fourth sword 

is fastened onto the side of the sarcophagus. Upright Meanings: Retreat. A 

place of refuge to rest after a battle, strife or conflict. A time for inactivity and 

for recharging one’s batteries. Convalescence after a period of illness. A truce 

may have been reached. Reversed Meanings: A return to the world of activity after a period of 

rest, retreat and quiet. Batteries recharged and rarin’ to go. Possibly a forced period of quiet or 

exile; could indicate social unrest of some variety. 

 



Five of Swords – Description: There’s obviously been a duel. The two losers 

walk away in defeat, their swords lying on the ground behind them. The victor, 

holding three swords, smirks triumphantly at their retreating backs. Upright 

Meanings: A fight with a decisive ending. A loss--and a victory--decreed by the 

Gods. Be warned: the victor may employ unfair tactics in order to win. Be 

certain this is a fight you want to get into. Losing face. A poor winner and an equally-bad loser. 

Reversed Meanings: Vindication.  The treachery or the cheating is revealed. The end of gossip 

or slander. Possible partial-restitution. Or this can be a situation where the seeker is feeling 

humiliated and degraded and is dealing with the consequences of a crushing defeat. 

Six of Swords – Description: A woman and child, their heads bowed in grief 

and weariness, are sitting in a boat with six swords stuck in the gunwales. 

They’re being ferried across a body of water by a boatman. The water on one 

side of the boat is rough, while the water on the other side of the boat is 

smooth. Upright Meanings: Passage away from difficulties and sorrow. Leaving 

your troubles behind. Harmony will again prevail there are brighter days ahead. Transition from 

a troubled spirit to a more understanding frame of mind. Trying to get to calmer waters. 

Journey by water. Sending someone to represent you at an important meeting. Smuggling. 

Reversed Meanings: Rough waters ahead; you will have to ‘shoot the rapids’ before your life 

can settle down into a peaceful existence again. This process is unavoidable and you must face 

it. Travel plans may be cancelled. A ‘clean getaway’ may not be possible. 

 



Seven of Swords – Description: A thief in an enemy camp is stealing five 

swords. Two swords remain stuck in the ground near one of the tents. There’s 

nobody else around. Upright Meanings: Theft, embezzlement, taking 

advantage of someone, sabotage, cheating. Running away, elopement. 

Resorting to dirty tricks in order to win. Unreliability, betrayal of confidence, a 

spy in the camp. Flight from the consequences of a dishonorable act. Reversed Meanings: A 

restoration of that which has been taken, or compensation for a loss. You may be bringing more 

to a situation than is required. You may be offered good advice, counsel, or constructive 

criticism, which you would do well to listen to and heed. An overly conventional or 

unimaginative solution will not secure what you need right now. 

Eight of Swords – Description: A blindfolded, bound maiden stands on marshy 

ground, with eight swords impaled in the ground around her, forming a sort of 

arbitrary cage. Upright Meanings: Bondage, imprisonment (either physical or 

mental), feeling trapped and isolated. Stuck in a difficult situation, unable to 

move. Powerless and at the mercy of others. Reversed Meanings: Release 

from imprisonment, relaxation of restrictions. Finally able to move again. Re-empowerment 

and regaining agency over one’s life. You can finally take the blindfold off and deal with what is. 

The kidnapped or isolated victim is now free to escape and to report the incident to the 

authorities. 

 

 



Nine of Swords – Description: A woman sits up in bed, her face in her hands, 

as if grieving or recovering from a nightmare. Above her, in the nighttime 

darkness, are nine swords stuck horizontally into a wall we can’t see. Upright 

Meanings: A dark night of the soul. Worry, anxiety. Having so many stresses, 

problems, or physical ailments, it’s causing you sleepless nights. Someone 

cruelly jerking the inquirer around. Possibly a troubled conscience. A feeling of ‘will this ever 

end?’ Reversed Meanings: The nightmare is over, now healing can begin. Good news or a 

clarified message brings relief from torments and worries. Action has been taken to eliminate 

your sleepless nights. Tomorrow is another day. Recent stresses, worries or traumas, which are 

now only a memory. 

Ten of Swords – Description: Against the backdrop of dusk, a man lies face-

down on the ground with ten swords stuck in his back. Upright Meanings: 

Total defeat, death, or ruin of one’s plans and dreams. Devastating loss, theft, 

or bankruptcy. Hitting bottom, disaster, losing the battle. Losing one’s job, 

one’s money and one’s spouse or lover around the same time. Forced out of 

office by scandal and leaving in complete disgrace. Stabbed in the back. The end of a cycle. The 

pits. Reversed Meanings: The worst is over. Hope to rise again. You can now start making plans 

to rebuild your life. An improvement in health. Nurturing one’s spirituality and turning to a 

Higher Power for help may alleviate some of the suffering. 

 

 



Page of Swords – Description: An alert young person of indeterminate gender 

stands on a small rise and holds a sword pointed upright. It’s clearly a windy 

day, and the clouds scud quickly across the sky in the background. Upright 

Meanings: Unexpected or upsetting news. The qualities of grace and dexterity, 

diplomacy and cunning. Spying and espionage. Decisiveness, strong will, keen 

intellect. Choose this card for a boy or girl with brown hair and brown eyes. Reversed 

Meanings: Be prepared for unexpected behavior or unexpected problems to crop up. Someone 

may be spying on you, spreading gossip, or working against you. Read the fine print in contracts 

or agreements. Misunderstandings are likely with this card reversed.  

Knight of Swords – Description: A knight in full armor charges at full-gallop 

across the countryside, his sword drawn and brandished aloft, as if he was 

itching to really get into it and battle. Choose this card for a young man with 

brown hair and brown eyes. Upright Meaning: A person or situation which is 

about to rush headlong into the life of the inquirer. The sudden coming or 

going of a matter of much importance to the inquirer. Sudden, unexpected changes. This can be 

a man who is strong, courageous, skillful and clever, but also domineering. He may have more 

energy and aggression than common sense. Dramatic events. Decisive, forceful, aggressive 

action. Reversed Meanings: Belligerence and unnecessary force. Someone always ready to start 

a fight. Impulsiveness; a not-very-well-thought-out plan acted upon, which fails. Braggadocio, 

bullying, bigotry, or bossiness. Slamming the door and leaving in a huff. Making a quick exit. 

 



Queen of Swords – Description: A queen in profile, seated on a throne. She 

holds a sword upright, resting it on the arm of her throne and beckons 

someone unseen to come forward. Her garment bears air motifs-birds, 

butterflies, sylphs. Choose for a woman with brown hair and eyes. Upright 

Meanings: An intelligent woman who is intensely perceptive, quick and 

confident in all she does. Can be a widow, a career woman, a childless woman, or a single 

woman. Lady Justice, or a woman in the legal field. A woman of strong character, whose head 

rules her heart and can bear any sorrow. Don’t try to fool her; she’s got a steel-trap mind. Can 

be legal matters, or the courts. Reversed Meanings: A domineering or vindictive woman who 

uses her keen insight to hurt, control or thwart others. A female bully. A sharp tongue. Anyone 

whose hard times and harsh experiences in life have left them feeling embittered and devoid of 

tender feelings. An injustice. 

King of Swords – Description: A king with a stern expression, looking straight at 

you, sitting and holding a sword upright. Storm clouds start gathering in the sky 

behind him. He’s not beckoning you to come forward, so start talking. Upright 

Meanings: He could be a judge of some sort. A government official, either 

elected or hired. He could be a wise counselor, coolly rational, with sound 

advice and good ideas. If you’ve been awaiting a decision, know that it will be impartial, fair, 

and in accordance with the law. Reversed Meanings: His intentions are evil; he is obstinate and 

malicious. Be careful about getting involved in a lawsuit; it probably won’t go your way. A 

judgement is handed-down which does not seem fair. You may be the victim of an injustice, or 

feel like you are. 



PENTACLES 

Pentacles, also called coins or deniers, are the suit of money, material gain, material goods, and 

industry. The cards mostly depict people working to earn money, or enjoying the fruits of their 

labor. 

Ace of Pentacles – Description: A large pentacle floats in the sky, held forth by 

a disembodied hand coming out of a cloud. There is a garden scene in the 

background. Upright Meanings: A windfall of money. A helping hand. The 

beginning of a new job or profitable enterprise. Thinking up, devising or 

discovering a new way of making money. Starting a business or enterprise. 

Reversed Meanings: A great idea for earning money, or a seemingly-solid investment, doesn’t 

pan-out like you planned. A business or money-making idea crashes and burns. They chose 

someone else for the job. Losing a new job. You lose money trying to make money. That lottery 

ticket you hoped would pay off big turns out to be a dud. Profits are delayed or don’t come 

through. A flawed beginning to a business venture. 

Two of Pentacles – Description: A foolish-looking fellow frantically juggles two 

pentacles held inside an infinity symbol in the foreground, while ships sail on 

rough seas in the background. Upright Meanings: Balancing finances, juggling 

obligations, robbing Peter to pay Paul, creative accounting. A preoccupation 

with money or material matters. The job has you multi-tasking, and it’s 

stressful. Hanging in there and getting it done, but just-barely. Trying to make it all work 

together somehow. Doing something illegal with money and trying to cover up the crime.  



Reversed Meanings: Feeling overwhelmed; you feel spread too thin and the whole operation is 

in danger of coming apart. Poor financial management. Lack of focus, concentration and 

organization. If it’s a criminal financial enterprise, it’s in danger of coming apart or being 

exposed. Imbalance in material matters. Get a grip on things, or disaster will be the result! 

Three of Pentacles – Description: An Abbot and a cloaked, wealthy patron are 

conferring with a master stonemason as he works on a cathedral. Three carved 

pentacles are set in the upper-most part of the foreground window. Upright 

Meanings: Skills and abilities are well-used, the master craftsman is applauded 

and rewarded. Competence demonstrated, congratulations may be due soon. 

Material gain, and success through effort. A contractor is chosen for the project. Someone 

considers entering a religious order. A productive meeting or conference about money or 

material matters. Alternatively, this could be a meeting or conference about the criminal use of 

money, for this card depicts actual dark money, the only card in this suit which does. Reversed 

Meanings: Poor or mediocre workmanship. The coveted contract is delayed. More focus on 

earning the money than on doing a good job. Either more training, experience, or an attitude-

adjustment is needed, or else somebody needs to find a new job. An unsuccessful, 

unproductive meeting to discuss financial matters. A business group, unable to come to an 

agreement on how to proceed. Criminal enterprise not doing so well. Someone make leave a 

religious order. 

 

 



Four of Pentacles – Description: A miserly king with a determined look on his 

face sits on a stool with two pentacles firmly clamped down by his feet, a third 

pentacle clutched in a death-grip in his hands, and a fourth pentacle sitting in 

his crown. Upright Meanings: Maintaining the status-quo. Trying desperately 

to hold onto what one already has. A miser who can’t bring himself to share 

with others, or show generosity. Fear of monetary loss. Financial security or financial 

institutions. Possible inheritance. Clenching; a heart that will not let go. Feeling very insecure. 

Reversed Meanings: Chance of financial loss, no matter how hard you clench. Poor financial 

management. Dissipation of one’s resources; a spendthrift. Relaxing the purse-strings a little, 

loosening-up just a tiny bit. Learning to show generosity. Learning to trust again. 

Five of Pentacles – Description: An impoverished pair pass by a church at night 

in the snow. They’re ill-clothed and are poorly-shod. Over their heads a church 

window featuring five pentacles shines forth in the darkness. Upright 

Meanings: The poor or disenfranchised, the down-and-out. Anyone shut out of 

a better life, or out of participation in a group endeavor. Being left out in the 

cold. No agency over one’s life. Loneliness, despair, exile, ill-health. Being dispirited, 

demoralized, or lacking faith. ‘Where is God when you need Him?’ –sort of feelings. A dark 

night of the soul. Reversed Meanings: A turn for the better. The church door has opened an 

inch. Improved economic or working conditions. Health is improving. Coming out of hard times. 

Money, income or business problems start to clear up. Things aren’t absolutely great, but 

circumstances are better than they were. 



Six of Pentacles – Description: An obviously-wealthy man is doling out coins to 

the poor. Six large pentacles feature somewhere in the scene. Charity, 

generosity, loans, grants, reward for services rendered. A winning lottery 

ticket. Giving of your time, talent or money. Governmental initiatives to 

alleviate poverty. Bread cast on the waters of life comes back to you three-fold. 

Bribes paid out. Buying votes. Reversed Meanings: Miserliness, parsimony; ‘I’ve got mine, so 

screw you’ mentality. Refusal to help the disadvantaged. Unfairness in the distribution of 

business-proceeds or the assets of an estate. Mismanaged charities; the money doesn’t get 

where it needs to be. Charity with an ulterior motive. 

Seven of Pentacles – Description: A young farmer stops in the middle of his 

hoeing to gaze thoughtfully at his fine crop of seven pentacles growing 

abundantly on the vine. Upright Meanings: Growth through effort and hard 

work. Slow and steady growth Pausing during the development of an 

enterprise to take stock of what has been accomplished so far. Reaching a 

plateau. An artist reevaluates his work. An investor reevaluates his investments. The farmer is 

concerned that what has been planted may not mature. Reversed Meanings: Little gain after 

much work. An unprofitable investment. What has been created doesn’t sell as well as hoped. A 

poor harvest; the crop yield is very poor, or non-existent. Gambling losses. Giving up too soon. 

Pooping out. Impatience. Unwillingness to see something through to completion.  

 



Eight of Pentacles – Description: An apprentice woodworker, work-apron on 

and tools in hand, is carving a pentacle, while seven other finished pentacles 

hang on a post near his work-bench. Upright Meanings: Learning a trade or 

profession. A new employee still learning the tricks-of-the-trade. Making 

money in small increments. Making a profit from a hobby. Steadily producing a 

supply of goods for sale. Generating things of value. Finding one’s work enjoyable and 

absorbing. Reversed Meanings: Shoddy workmanship. An incompetent employee. Someone 

may not enjoy their work and it shows in their out-put. Cutting corners. A wrong use of skills, 

dislike of hard work, or over-carefulness in small things at the expense of larger considerations. 

Nine of Pentacles – Description: A richly-dressed woman with a hooded falcon 

on her wrist is walking alone in her garden. Nine pentacles adorn the scene 

somewhere, either as blooms on a bush, or in a wrought-iron gate. Upright 

Meanings: The rich. An oligarchy. Solitary enjoyment of the good things in life. 

A single person of substantial means. Enjoys gardening or gardens. May have a 

green-thumb, love animals or enjoy the outdoors. The enjoyment of well-deserved success. 

Reversed Meanings: Possible loss, either through theft, or as the consequence of poor choices 

made. Enjoying the fruits of ill-gotten gains. Feeling wealth is more a burden than a joy. A guilty 

conscience. A seemingly-solid success, built on shaky foundations, may be about to give way. 

Revolution; the overthrow of an oligarchy.  

 



Ten of Pentacles – Description: A richly-cloaked elderly man, the patriarch of 

his clan, sits in the courtyard of his castle with his hounds by his side, and gazes 

at his son, daughter-in-law and grandchild. Upright Meanings: Family matters 

are stabilized. Gain in wealth and prestige. Property is acquired and financial 

affairs prosper. An inheritance larger than expected. Can represent wealthy 

families, wealthy corporations, wealthy countries, or wealthy 501-C3 organizations and PACs. 

This fundamentally symbolizes group wealth and power, in contrast to the nine. Reversed 

Meanings: Chance of family misfortune; loss of money, loss of home, or loss of honor. Beware 

of getting involved in something which may prove to be a poor risk, for people you care about 

may suffer the consequences as well. Problems with an inheritance, quarrels in the family, or 

problems in the organization. 

Page of Pentacles – Description: A young person of indeterminate gender is 

gazing intently at a pentacle they hold in their hands. This young person is 

standing in a field, near a forest. Upright Meanings: Education. A persevering 

scholar. Care and diligence. Someone who is generous, kind and careful, with 

a respect for learning, new ideas, and differing opinions. You may be 

presenting with a new opportunity to make money or to join in a profitable enterprise. Make 

sure you do your homework first! Receiving a letter, note, or electronic message which will 

affect the course of events. There may be good news about money. Choose this card for a child 

with dark eyes, dark hair, and/or dark skin. Reversed Meanings: Rebellion, carelessness. Bored 

with the monotony, and not wanting to put in the diligence and care needed for success. Bad 

money news. Carelessness about researching an investment, or failure to read the fine print in 



the contract, has led to adverse conditions. Making a poor choice about an educational matter. 

Shoddy scholarship. A problem child.  

Knight of Pentacles – Description: A knight with dark features, sitting on a dark 

horse which is standing perfectly still, is gazing intently at a pentacle he holds 

in his hand. Like the page, he is standing in a field, near a forest. Upright 

Meanings: A methodical young man, laborious, patient and responsible in 

material matters, but his outlook is heavy, dull, plodding, and unimaginative. 

Nonetheless, he is trustworthy and may love nature and animals. The coming or going of a 

matter concerning money or land. A mercenary. A bag-man or go-between. Choose this card to 

represent a young man with dark eyes, dark hair, and/or dark skin. Reversed Meanings: 

Financial instability, irresponsibility, impatience. Hasty actions may have created problems. 

Excessive conservatism.  Refusal to take action (note that this knight’s horse is standing 

absolutely still). Unethical financial dealings; possibly a bribe offered, a pay-off delivered, or  

money-laundering.  

Queen of Pentacles – Description: A dark-featured queen, sitting on a throne 

and framed by an arbor, is gazing intently at a pentacle she is holding in her 

lap. The rabbit of fertility sits near her feet. Upright Meanings: An intelligent, 

thoughtful, and very-capable woman who is creative in numerous ways. She 

can be both a successful businesswoman and a good mother. She uses her 

talents well, and is rich and charitable, although at times she can be melancholy and moody. A 

maternal, nurturing, down-to-earth person. A voluptuous woman; an Earth-Mother figure. 



Choose for a woman with the same physical features as the page and the knight. Reversed 

Meanings: Neglected duties, over-dependence on others. A suspicious and distrustful nature. A 

pretentious, unhappy woman may be causing problems. She could be using her money for ill-

purposes, or to manipulate others. Greed or fiscal irresponsibility may be causing problems. 

Overly focusing on the self and not caring about others. Fear of failure. 

King of Pentacles – Description: A King with dark features, richly-robed in 

garments with a grape-vine motif, is sitting on a throne in an arbor. He holds a 

scepter in one hand, and gazes at the pentacle he holds in his lap with the 

other hand. Upright Meanings: A CEO, a banker, an owner of large estates or 

multiple businesses; a rich man. He has great financial gifts and is probably an 

accomplished mathematician. A thoroughly-competent businessman who can be charitable as 

well. He is a solid, steady, reliable married man who may have quite a few children. He is 

security-minded and can probably render the inquirer sound financial advice or other forms of 

assistance. Reversed Meanings: A mean, grasping, bigoted, crude, dishonest, and vulgar man 

who may be slow to anger, but is dangerous when aroused. He is too material and may go at 

things like an ox with its head to the ground. You will need to act with care around this person. 

A gifted person who puts his talents to a perverted use. He may be easy to bribe (or quick to 

offer others bribes). 


