
EuroIfa --  Interpretations of the 256 Pairings 

 

In traditional Ifa, there are 256 stories which go along with each pairing. Absent those stories, 

these are my interpretations as to what each different pairing means. 

 

Traditional Meanings with Via leading 

Via/Via: Change and more change. Things may be in a state of flux, with nothing firm or set. This 

may also be a strong indicator of a journey to be taken by the querent, but the key message 

indicated here is either one big change, or a number of smaller changes. This can also be a 

significant change of fortune, either up or down. 

Via/Populus: Change with stability, but Populus also represents a crowd, or any place with a 

multitude of people, so this throw could mean an important change happens to the querent in the 

midst of a lot of people, or that the querent will experience an important change in a situation that 

involves a crowd of people. 

Via/Conjunctio: Change as the result of an important encounter, meeting or combination of 

forces. Perhaps a planned journey will involve an important encounter or meeting, or series of 

encounters with people who will affect the querent in some way. Or an important change could 

come into the querent’s life as the result of recovering something lost. 

Via/Carcer: Change with isolation. A trip abroad could result in the querent’s imprisonment. A 

planned journey or a change in the querent’s life may bring isolation or loneliness along with it. 

Via/Laetitia: Change with joy. A trip or a change in the querent’s life brings joy and happiness 

along with it. Laetitia is associated with health, so if the querent has been suffering any malady or 

injury, this result forecasts a restoration to full health. 

Via/Tristitia: Change with sorrow. A trip may bring unhappiness with it. The querent’s health 

may take a turn for the worse. A planned change may bring sorrow instead of happiness. Tristitia 

is also associated with building and Earth, so construction of some importance to the querent, or a 

renovation project, may begin, or a building may bring change into their life in some way. 



Via/Fortuna Minor: Change with swiftness. Change may happen very quickly now, probably 

brought on by outside sources. Fortuna Minor can indicate success, but temporary. A journey may 

bring some fleeting good fortune with it, or the opportunity to travel may present itself very 

suddenly and unexpectedly.  

Via/Fortuna Major: Change with power. A change or journey brings great good fortune with it. 

Any contest or competition the querent enters into is likely to result in success for them, and a 

betterment of their conditions. 

Via/Cauda Draconis: Change with ending, or losses. Something will come to an end, which 

represents a significant change in the querent’s life. The querent may undertake a journey in order 

to bring something to an end. Note: some endings and losses are desirable, so this change is not 

necessarily a bad change. 

Via/Caput Draconis: Change with beginning. It may be time for the querent to initiate a change, 

or go on a journey for the purpose of beginning something. This change may result in some form 

of profit for the querent. 

Via/Puer: Change with strife. A rash or violent act may create change in the querent’s life. The 

querent’s life may change to a life of strife and violence. A journey could result in the querent 

suffering as the result of someone else’s violence or rash behavior. 

Via/Puella: Change with harmony. A harmonious change comes into the querent’s life, bringing 

happiness with it, but perhaps of a fleeting nature, for Puella is fickle. A journey could result in 

happiness and harmony which proves to be temporary, but nice while it lasted. 

Via/Albus: Change brings peace. The querent could undertaking a journey with the goal of 

bringing more peace into the world, or gaining wisdom, or purifying themselves in some way. A 

change in the querent’s life brings peace, clarity and wisdom. 

Via/Rubeus: Change brings passion. This could indicate a violent change coming into the 

querent’s life, or a change contemplated or a journey undertaken which leads to a more passionate 

involvement in life. 

Via/Amissio: Change brings loss. A change contemplated or a journey undertaken leads to a loss 

of some kind. Amissio represents things which are outside of our grasp, so it is possible a change 



or a journey puts something out of the querent’s grasp. Sometimes what we lose is something we 

need to lose, so the appearance of Amissio in a reading is not always a bad thing. 

Via/Aquisitio: Change brings gain. A change or a journey brings gain to the querent. Aquisitio 

represents things which are within our grasp, so it could be the gain cannot be made without 

making a change or going on a journey. 

Traditional Meanings With Populus Leading 

Populus/Via: Multitude brings change. A gathering or assembly of people, possibly a meeting of 

some kind, bring a change of some consequence into being. This gathering could precipitate a 

journey on the querent’s part. 

Populus/Populus: Multitude brings stability. These two meanings of Populus suggest the 

principle, ‘safety in numbers.’ Or it could indicate the querent will soon find themself in a very 

large gathering of people, such as a concert or a rally of some kind. 

Populus/Conjunctio: Multitude brings interaction. The querent will be at a gathering of some 

kind, which will bring significant interaction with someone who will have an effect on their life. 

Populus/Carcer: Multitude brings isolation. Being part of a large gathering could bring a feeling 

of restriction or isolation to the querent, or it could literally mean legal trouble and imprisonment 

to the querent as the result of being in a multitude of people, such as participating in a political 

rally. 

Populus/Laetitia: Multitude brings joy. The querent could enjoy feelings of happiness, stemming 

from being in the midst of a multitude of people. Feelings of good health and well-being come 

from being around a lot of people. 

Populus/Tristitia: Multitude brings sorrow. Being in a large assembly of people brings sorrow to 

the querent. The multitude could be gathered for a sorrowful event, or it could bring sorrow to the 

querent as the result of its actions or collective attitude. A large crowd could bring illness or injury 

to the querent. 

Populus/Fortuna Minor: Multitude brings brief success. Being in a crowd or public place can 

bring the querent good fortune, but most likely of a fleeting nature. The multitude may bring a 



fortunate turn of events which the querent may have to act quickly to use for their own benefit. 

Keep in mind that whatever good fortune this pairing brings is of a temporary nature. 

Populus/Fortuna Major: Multitude brings great good fortune. Being in a public place, in a 

multitude of people, brings the querent greater power and good fortune. Though it will come from 

outside the querent, this good fortune is the result of work on their inner self. 

Populus/Cauda Draconis: Multitude brings an ending. The querent could be in a public place, 

with great numbers of people, for the purpose of completing something, or bringing something to 

an end. Or being in a multitude brings the querent to the sudden realization that something is ended, 

or needs to end. This is the pairing of the graduation ceremony. 

Populus/Caput Draconis: Multitude brings a beginning. The querent could be in a public place, 

with great numbers of people, for the purpose of starting something. Or, a large number of people 

could bring the querent the opportunity to make a profit. 

Populus/Puer: Multitude brings strife. Being in large numbers of people could represent a danger 

for the querent right now, as someone in that crowd is in the mood to act aggressively and violently, 

possibly with repercussions for the querent. This is the pairing of War. 

Populus/Puella: Multitude brings harmony. A large number of people, gathered in harmony for 

some purpose, could bring fleeting happiness into the life of the querent. A pleasant event is in the 

offing. 

Populus/Albus: Multitude brings peace. This is the pairing for an anti-war rally. Large numbers 

of people bring peace and wisdom into the life of the querent. This pairing could also indicate a 

school, so perhaps further education is in the querent’s future. 

Populus/Rubeus: Multitude brings passion and violence. The querent must be careful of any large 

gatherings they are in for the near future. Feelings are running high, and some in the crowd may 

be tempted to act out their angers and frustrations, with consequences for the querent. 

Populus/Amissio: Multitude brings loss. The querent must be careful of any large crowds or public 

places they are in for the near future, for it seems likely there’s a pickpocket in the crowd. Or the 

querent could be in a large crowd and become separated from who they came with.  



Populus/Acquisitio: Multitude brings gain. The querent may want to look for opportunities to be 

in large crowds of people, for this pairing of symbols indicates they will gain from it. This gain 

could be either some desirable object literally found, or the realization that some desired goal is 

within their grasp. 

Traditional Meanings With Conjunctio Leading 

Conjunctio/Via: Interaction brings change. A meeting of some kind will bring change into the life 

of the querent, or  the opportunity to go on a journey of some kind. 

Conjunctio/Populus: Interaction brings multitude. A meeting of some kind will bring many more 

people into the querent’s life. 

Conjunctio/Conjunctio: Interaction brings more interaction. This pairing indicates that a whole 

series of meetings could feature in the inquirer’s future. This is the kind of pairing where one 

meeting results in the realization that further meetings are necessary for the clarification of items 

brought up in the previous meeting. And so on. 

Conjunctio/Carcer: Interaction brings isolation. The result of a meeting could well mean the 

restriction of the querent’s movement, their isolation from others, or literal imprisonment. This is 

the pairing of a court trial. 

Conjunctio/Laetitia: Interaction brings joy. A meeting of some kind brings joy to the querent. If 

there is one pairing which indicates the possibility of an enjoyable sexual encounter, this is it. 

Conjunctio/Tristitia: Interaction brings sorrow. A meeting of some kind will result in an occasion 

of sorrow for the querent. Possibly, the meeting could bring illness or injury visited upon the 

querent. Whatever the nature of the interaction, it holds unhappiness for the inquirer. If there are 

any pairings which indicate the possibility of rape, this is one of them. 

Conjunctio/Fortuna Minor: Interaction brings fleeting success. A meeting of some kind will 

bring success of some kind to the querent, but they may have to act quickly to take advantage of 

the chance offered to them, or the success/benefit which they obtain from the meeting will be of a 

temporary nature. 

Conjunctio/Fortuna Major: Interaction brings great good fortune. A meeting of some kind will 

result in some significant gain for the querent. They may come out of the encounter with greater 



power, a higher position, or a victory of some kind. If this pairing relates to a contest of some kind, 

the querent will come out the victor. 

Conjunctio/Cauda Draconis: Interaction brings an ending. A meeting of some kind will be called 

for the purpose of completing a project, or bringing something to an end. This is the pairing of 

someone called to their lawyer’s office or a court of law for the purpose of bringing about a divorce. 

This is also the pairing of someone called to the principal or headmaster’s office for the purpose 

of being expelled. 

Conjunctio/Caput Draconis: Interaction brings a beginning. A meeting of some kind will be 

called for the purpose of bringing something into being. This meeting may also bring to the querent 

the realization that they may be able to profit from whatever is beginning. 

Conjunctio/Puer: Interaction brings strife. This is a caution to the querent that a meeting of some 

kind could quite possibly bring a rash and destructive reaction from somebody. This is the pairing 

which represents the man who and kills his wife or lover, rather than let her leave him. This is also 

the pairing of two people who meet and realize they really dislike each other, so much so that they 

have trouble being civil in each other’s presence. 

Conjunctio/Puella: Interaction brings harmony. A meeting brings happiness, but most likely of a 

fickle and fleeting nature. This is the pairing of two friends who haven’t seen each other in a long 

time, able to have a brief meeting over a meal, or between flights. This is the pairing of the non-

custodial parent having a court-ordered supervised visit with their child. 

Conjunctio/Albus: Interaction brings peace. This indicates a meeting where the air is cleared of 

bad feelings and misunderstandings, resulting in greater wisdom for the participants. A modus 

vivendi is established which leads to greater peace. 

Conjunctio/Rubeus: Interaction brings passion. This cautions about a meeting which brings out 

passionate, violent feelings on the part of a participant. A meeting turns into an argument or fight, 

or even results in murder. This is another pairing where a man kills his wife or lover, rather than 

let her leave him, but in this pairing, he might also kill the kids, the lawyer, the judge, the neighbors, 

or any other unfortunate individuals within range of his rage, before killing himself. This is another 

pairing which can indicate rape, possibly, a very violent assault. Proceed with great caution, if this 

is your fortune. 



Conjunctio/Amissio: Interaction brings loss. This could indicate a meeting where the querent may 

have to surrender something. This pairing is the court case where someone is ordered to pay 

restitution or alimony to someone else, or property is transferred from one party to another. 

Sometimes what is lost is something which it is desirable to lose, so this is not necessarily an 

occasion for sorrow. 

Conjunctio/Acquisitio: Interaction brings gain. This pairing indicates a meeting or encounter 

where someone walks away from the interaction with more than they possessed walking in. Or, a 

meeting brings about a realization within the querent that they have an opportunity to profit from 

the situation.  

 

Traditional Meanings With Carcer Leading 

Carcer/Via: Isolation brings change. Carcer, the symbol representing, isolation, restriction, 

confinement, imprisonment, is paired with Via, which is the symbol of change, or a journey. The 

inquirer may be in for a period where their movements are restricted, which will force an internal 

journey, the end of which is change. 

Carcer/Populus: Isolation brings a multitude. The inquirer is set apart in some way, which draws 

a multitude to them. Perhaps they have been convicted of a crime, and are sent to a prison with a 

large inmate population. Or, the inquirer is possessed of a talent so unique, it sets them apart from 

others, and a large number of people are drawn to them for this rare talent. As Populus is also the 

figure of dispersal, it could mean the inquirer’s isolation brings about a dispersal of their worldly 

goods and the people in their life. 

Carcer/Conjunctio: Isolation brings a meeting. Perhaps the inquirer is sent to prison, and acquires 

a cell-mate who will have a big effect on them. Or the inquirer is sent away to school, and acquires 

a roommate who has a big effect on them. Then again, this could just be a meeting with the head-

master or the warden. 

Carcer/Carcer: Isolation brings more isolation. A restricted, confined or isolated situation brings 

about still further isolation or restriction. The inquirer is warned that a decision to isolate 



themselves in some way may well bring them more isolation than they desire. Work to keep the 

lines of communication open between you and the people you value. 

Carcer/Laetitia: Isolation brings joy. The inquirer is in a state of isolation, confinement, or 

restriction, it is true, but this does not bring unhappiness, but rather joy. The inquirer thrives in 

their new, smaller, isolated state. 

Carcer/Tristitia: Isolation brings sorrow. The inquirer is in a state of isolation, confinement, 

solitude, or restriction, and they are miserable about it. Keep in mind that this situation is not 

forever. In the meantime, look for any possible means to make use of adversity. 

Carcer/Fortuna Minor: Isolation brings swift, if temporary good fortune. An impending isolation 

may be preceded by a fleeting opportunity for gain in some way, but the inquirer will have to act 

fast, for their period of isolation is coming soon. The inquirer may be restricted in their movements 

and find something very useful in their place of confinement. Or their restricted situation may save 

them from a misfortune that hits people with greater freedom. This is the throw of the thief who 

knows he is going to prison, but still has time to hide his ill-gotten gains. 

Carcer/Fortuna Major: Isolation brings great good fortune. In a restricted situation, and with no 

immediate way out, the inquirer can do nothing but work on themselves and they make long-term 

gains by this. This is the throw of a person who is sent to prison, then acquires a college degree or 

two, or learns a trade by which they may go into business for themselves when they get out of 

prison. This is the throw of a person who is transferred to a new location by their employer, and 

becomes greatly successful in their new location. This is also the throw of the person who finds 

themselves the sole inheritor of a deceased person’s wealth.  

Carcer/Cauda Draconis: Isolation brings about an ending. The inquirer is sent away to school, 

transferred to a new location by their employer, or sent to prison, and this brings one or more 

relationships to an end.  This is the throw of a person who is transferred by their employer to a 

new location, and either quits, rather than accept the transfer, or does so poorly on the job in the 

new location they are released from employment. This is the throw of a person whose isolation 

causes them to lose touch with their family and friends. 

Carcer/Caput Draconis: Isolation brings about a beginning. The inquirer enters into a state of 

confinement, imprisonment or isolation, and this brings them a new beginning. This is the throw 



of a person who, through force of circumstances beyond their control, is sent into a new 

environment and realizes that with none of their previous associates around, they are free to 

become someone different and start a new phase of their life. 

Carcer/Puer: Isolation brings strife. The inquirer is cautioned not to let an upcoming period of 

isolation, confinement or imprisonment cause them to behave rashly. Or the inquirer could find 

themselves exiled to a lonely place, such as a new school or prison, to find their only company is 

a violent or immature individual. As Puer means ‘boy’, it could be that the inquirer goes into a 

situation where they find themselves alone, then meet a young male, who becomes important in 

their life.  

Carcer/Puella: Isolation brings harmony. Someone, possibly the inquirer themselves, is isolated, 

confined, imprisoned, or restricted in some way, and this brings harmony, and even some fleeting 

happiness into the inquirer’s life. Or the inquirer goes into a situation where they find themselves 

alone, then meet a young female, who becomes important in their life. 

Carcer/Albus: Isolation brings peace and wisdom. Someone, possibly the inquirer themselves, is 

isolated, confined, imprisoned, or restricted in some way, and this brings peace, and eventually 

wisdom into the inquirer’s life. This is the throw of the person who is exiled; to another city, to 

another state, to another country, to boarding school, to prison, and comes out a more peaceful, 

wiser person than they were when they went in. 

Carcer/Rubeus: Isolation brings passion. Someone, possibly the inquire themselves, is isolated, 

confined, imprisoned, or restricted in some way, and this brings them to an interest, a subject, or 

an issue they feel passionately, even violently about. With no one to ‘talk them down’, they may 

lose perspective on the issue and go to extremes. This is the throw of the person who goes into an 

isolating situation, then comes home a radical for something, or just generally radically changed, 

and not necessarily for the better. Caution is advised. 

Carcer/Amissio: Isolation brings loss. This is the throw of a person who goes away to school, or 

on an extended trip or job assignment, then comes home to find their sweetheart has dumped them 

for somebody else. This is the throw of a person who gets out of prison to find they have no home 

to go to, no worldly possessions left, and no one to turn to in their hour of need. However, that the 

nature of Amissio is such that some losses in life are actually desirable. So if it is the inquirer who 



has come out of an isolated situation to find they have suffered a loss, it may be a loss which could 

work to their long-term benefit.  

Carcer/Acquisitio: Isolation brings gain. Isolation, restriction, imprisonment, exile, or 

confinement brings gain and success, possibly of a material nature. This is the throw of a person 

who works abroad, then comes home far more well-off than they were when they first left. This is 

the throw of a person who is locked in a closet or room, only to find a material object of great 

value has been locked in with them. Isolation brings something within the inquirer’s grasp. 

Traditional Meanings With Laetitia Leading: 

Laetitia/Via: Joy brings change. A happy situation brings change, or a changed outlook on life. 

Or happiness brings the desire to travel or go on a journey, possibly as a reward for the joyful state 

of mind someone is in. The inquirer is advised that, if they desire change, deciding to be happy 

can bring the desired change into being. 

Laetitia/Populus: Joy brings a multitude. Happiness brings a lot more people around the inquirer. 

This throw can indicate a large group gathered for a happy occasion, such as a wedding or 

christening. The inquirer is advised that, if they desire a lot more people in their life, a happy 

demeanor is more attractive to people than a sour demeanor. ‘Laugh, and the whole world laughs 

with you.’ 

Laetitia/Conjunctio: Joy brings a meeting. A happy demeanor brings about a meeting, either an 

alliance for some purpose, or an encounter which returns to the inquirer something they lost. The 

inquirer is advised that if they desire a meeting with someone, or they wish to recover something 

they lost, a happy demeanor is more likely to achieve this end than a sour one. 

Laetitia/Carcer: Joy brings isolation. A happy situation or state of mind isolates the inquirer from 

those around them, or gets them exiled in some way. In this situation, the inquirer may be advised 

not to be too open about how happy they are, because they could find themselves pushed away by 

people who are not as happy as they are. Effort may be required to keep their occasion for 

happiness from disrupting their connections to others. 



Laetitia/Laetitia: Joy brings more joy. The inquirer’s happiness brings them a reason for still 

more happiness. A happy state of mind brings about improved health, or maintains an already-

good state of health.  

Laetitia/Tristitia: Joy brings sorrow. The inquirer’s happiness brings them a reason for sorrow. 

Perhaps someone is jealous of the inquirer’s happiness and does something to bring the inquirer 

sorrow. Or the inquirer’s happiness comes at another’s expense, and they feel for the other.  

Laetitia/Fortuna Minor: Joy brings brief, fleeting success. The inquirer’s happiness brings them 

the opportunity for gain, but it is a small window of opportunity, and they will have to act fast to 

take advantage of it. The danger here is that the inquirer is so happy they miss the fleeting 

opportunity for gain. 

Laetitia/Fortuna Major: Joy brings great good fortune. The inquirer’s joyful state of mind gives 

them the edge in a contest or competition, or otherwise brings them a great stroke of luck. The 

inquirer’s joyful state of mind brings them a position of power. This is the throw of the woman 

who marries and falls in love with a wealthy man.  

Laetitia/Cauda Draconis: Joy brings an ending. A reason for joy brings an end to a period of 

unhappiness. The inquirer’s joyful state of mind may bring a disruption, or even an end to a 

relationship, because the other party cannot abide the inquirer’s happiness. A person has regained 

their state of good health, and no longer requires the aid of health care workers they have come to 

know. This is the throw of the woman who births a child, and subsequently loses the friendship of 

a childless woman. 

Laetitia/Caput Draconis: Joy brings a beginning. A reason for joy brings the start of something 

in the inquirer’s life and possibly even an opportunity for profit of some kind. Someone’s 

restoration to good health marks a new beginning in the inquirer’s life, and possibly opens up new 

opportunities. This is the throw of a person who becomes a parent and this brings them into contact 

with other parents with whom they make friends. A joyous new beginning. 

Laetitia/Puer: Joy brings strife. A reason for joy brings about a rash, impetuous reaction on the 

part of somebody, possibly somebody who sees the inquirer’s reason for joy as being somehow 

detrimental to themselves, or is simply expressing jealousy. As Puer represents a young male, it 

could be the inquirer’s joy brings a young male into their life. Joy brings an immature response. 



Laetitia/Puella: Joy brings harmony. A reason for joy brings about a harmonious situation, even 

brief, fleeting happiness. As Puella represents a young female, joy could bring a young female into 

the inquirer’s life. 

Laetitita/Albus: Joy brings peace. A reason for joy brings peace and even wisdom into the 

inquirer’s life. It could be someone experiences an improvement in their health, and the inquirer 

has become more peaceful and gained wisdom from this person’s period of ill-health.  

Laetitia/Rubeus: Joy brings passion. A reason for joy brings passion or more alarmingly, violent 

passion, into the inquirer’s life. Good health, or restored health brings a passion for living, or more 

alarmingly, a passionate devotion to a cause. Rubeus also represents ‘good in all that is evil and 

evil in all that is good’ so in this instance, a reason for joy also brings with it the potential for evil 

to creep in. The inquirer is advised to value Laetitia, but be on guard against the negative aspects 

of Rubeus. 

Laetitia/Amissio: Joy brings loss. A reason for joy brings a loss along with it. Amissio represents 

those things which are beyond our grasp, so it could be that the inquirer will experience a reason 

for joy which also puts something beyond their grasp, and this, the inquirer must accept. This is 

the throw of the young couple who become parents for the first time, then lose their childless 

friends, because they have less in common with each other. Note: sometimes, Amissio can indicate 

things lost which are good to lose, so what joy causes the inquirer to lose can be another reason 

for happiness. 

Laetitia/Acquisitio: Joy brings gain. A reason for joy brings success, gain and possibly profit 

along with it. This is the throw of the young couple who has a child and an older relative establishes 

an education fund or trust fund for the child.  

Traditional Meanings With Tristitia Leading 

Tristitia/Via: Sorrow brings change. A reason for sorrow brings a change in the inquirer’s life. 

As Via can also represent a journey, it could be that the reason for sorrow necessitates a journey 

on the inquirer’s part, either a literal one, such as attending a funeral service, memorial service, or 

wake, or a figurative one. The reason for sorrow could force the inquirer to realize they need to 

make changes in their life.  



Tristitia/Populus: Sorrow brings multitudes. A reason for sorrow brings a great number of people 

together, such as a state funeral for a noteworthy person. Populus can also represent dispersal, so 

the reason for sorrow can also mean a dispersal of things or people. 

Tristitia/Conjunctio: Sorrow brings a meeting. A reason for sorrow brings about a confluence of 

forces. This could be the reading of a will of someone who has died, or a discussion as to how 

things will proceed, following the death or dismissal of someone who played a key role in some 

situation. The inquirer is also advised that this reason for sorrow can bring about the chance to 

regain something which has been lost, so there may be a positive outcome to an otherwise sad 

occasion. 

Tristitia/Carcer: Sorrow brings isolation. The inquirer is put on notice here they will shortly 

experience a reason for sorrow, but to not let their sorrow over the situation isolate and estrange 

them from others. That is a distinct danger with this throw, and an effort should be made to 

maintain contact with others.  

Tristitia/Laetitia: Sorrow brings joy. A reason for sorrow causes someone to bring the inquirer a 

reason for joy, just to cheer them up. This is the throw of the man who, walking away from the 

grave, receives news that his wife is pregnant, he just got a promotion at work, he’s been approved 

for the loan, or he just made a killing on the stock market. Or he attends the will-reading after the 

funeral and learns the deceased left him a satisfying inheritance. Or his valued mentor at his place 

of work leaves for either retirement or another position, but leaves him either his now-vacated 

position, or something else of great value. 

Tristitia/Tristitia: Sorrow brings more sorrow. A reason for sorrow brings still more ill-fortune 

in its wake. This throw indicates someone who suffers more than one sorrow in a short period of 

time, or even a whole series of occasions for sorrow. 

Tristitia/Fortuna Minor: Sorrow brings brief, minor success along with it. A reason for sorrow 

brings with it an opportunity for the inquirer to gain, but they will need to be observant and act 

quickly, for the opportunity will not last long, and their sorrow may cause them to miss the 

opportunity. Perhaps someone in a position to benefit the inquirer, noticing the inquirer’s sorrow, 

offers such an opportunity as an expression of sympathy for the inquirer. 



Tristitia/Fortuna Major: Sorrow brings great good fortune. A reason for sorrow brings with it 

increased power and the on-set of lasting success. Perhaps someone dies, or leaves the area, and 

leaves the inquirer in possession of something which betters their situation. If there is a competition 

for the vacated position, this pairing indicates the inquirer will be the victor. 

Tristitia/Cauda Draconis: Sorrow brings completion. A reason for sorrow brings something else 

to an end. This may or may not be a good thing, but the inquirer is advised to keep in mind that 

this ending may be necessary for something new and better to begin. 

Tristitia/Caput Draconis: Sorrow brings a beginning, or opportunity. A reason for sorrow brings 

with it a change for the better, as now, something new can begin. An opportunity which may not 

have been possible before the recent bereavement, now presents itself as a viable option. 

Tristitia/Puer: Sorrow brings strife, or rash action. A reason for sorrow may negatively affect 

someone around the inquirer, causing them to react rashly, passionately, and with no thought for 

the consequences. This is the throw of someone who, at the wake, rails at another attendee for 

some real or imagined injustice against the deceased, resulting in a permanent estrangement. This 

throw is a strong caution not to let sorrow lead to actions which may cause permanent regret. 

Trisitia/Puella: Sorrow brings harmony. A reason for sorrow brings with it harmonious 

relationships and possibly happiness, although this may or may not be permanent. The death or 

departure of a troublesome person, whose leaving the scene brings about a more harmonious living 

situation for those left behind. This is the throw of someone who has a death in the family, which 

gives them either the chance to repair a relationship with someone from whom they’ve been 

estranged, or the wake and funeral gives them a chance to see people they haven’t seen in years. 

Loss and sorrow also hold a small gift of happiness for the inquirer.   

Tristitia/Albus: Sorrow brings peace and wisdom. A reason for sorrow brings a measure of peace 

into the inquirer’s life. The death or departure of a vexacious person. The inquirer can look back 

on the situation which existed before their reason for sorrow occurred, and draw lessons from it, 

and profit by it.  There is now the opportunity for a new beginning. 

Tristitia/Rebeus: Sorrow brings passion. A reason for sorrow brings either a passionate 

involvement with life in its highest manifestation of this meaning, or an expression of violence in 

its lowest manifestation of meaning. This is the throw of a person whose recent loss or illness 



causes them to commit to living life more fully and passionately. This is also the throw of a person 

who is ill and can’t fight off a violent person’s verbal or physical assault.. With this throw, a reason 

for sorrow can bring passion of either the good or evil variety; it depends on the situation and how 

the inquirer interprets it. 

Tristitia/Amissio: Sorrow brings loss. A reason for sorrow brings loss along with it. Perhaps the 

inquirer is suffering some illness or malady, which causes their lover to decide they don’t want the 

inquirer any more. Or the breadwinner in the family dies, which causes the family to lose their 

home. Or the inquirer suffers a bereavement which puts something they desire out of their grasp. 

Keep in mind that some losses in life are desirable, so there’s a chance the loss following the 

sorrow has a longer-term benefit. 

Tristitia/Acquisitio: Sorrow brings gain. A reason for sorrow brings the chance for gain along 

with it. This is the throw of someone who suffers the death of someone dear, bu whot makes 

valuable business contacts at the wake or funeral, or they learn of a potentially-lucrative investment 

opportunity from someone else at the wake or funeral. Or someone dies or goes away, leaving the 

inquirer something of value in their will or last instructions before departure. 

Traditional Meanings with Fortuna Minor Leading 

Fortuna Minor/Via: Swiftness brings change. A sudden, swift, unexpected event brings change 

in its wake. This swift event or person may force the inquirer to make a change in their life, or to 

go on a journey of some kind. 

Fortuna Minor/ Populus: Swiftness brings multitudes. If ever there was a throw foretelling the 

formation of a ‘flash mob’, this throw is it. A large number of people are brought together on short 

notice for a significant event. As this is Fortuna Minor at work, the large number of people may 

also disperse after a short period of time.  

Fortuna Minor/ Conjunctio: Swiftness brings interaction. The swift pace of events cause a 

meeting to be called on short notice to discuss a recent matter of some importance. This is also the 

throw of the practiced rake, whose swift moves and practiced manner brings him a series of brief 

interactions with a series of lovers. He has no staying power, but staying isn’t his intention; it is 

the ‘conjunction’ he is after. He comes and goes quickly in his targets’ lives. 



Fortuna Minor/Carcer: Swiftness brings isolation. A swiftly-occurring event, or series of events, 

leaves the inquirer isolated and alone. They may run into an unexpected delay which a recent, 

unexpected event has brought about. Or, more positively, a swift, sudden event, or series of events, 

may leave the inquirer in a more stable and secure situation than they could have forseen until 

recently. 

Fortuna Minor/Laetitia: Swiftness brings joy. Some fast-occurring event, unforeseen by the 

inquirer, brings them great happiness. Perhaps the inquirer has been suffering ill-health recently, 

and a new treatment or medication restores them to full health with greater rapidity than they 

expected. This throw foretells the sudden and speedy arrival of a reason for joy.  

Fortuna Minor/Tristitia: Swiftness brings sorrow. The adage ‘haste makes waste’ may apply 

here. Moving too quickly in a certain matter could bring the inquirer a reason for sorrow. Or a 

swiftly-occurring, sudden event could bring sorrow in its wake for the inquirer.  

Fortuna Minor/Fortuna Minor: Swiftness brings more swiftness. This throw is a warning that a 

rapidly-occurring series of events is in store for the inquirer. Though the outcome is not necessarily 

a bad one, the inquirer is advised to hang on to the gunwales and keep their nerves steady and their 

faith firm while they shoot the rapids. Calmer waters will eventually come. 

Fortuna Minor/Fortuna Major: Swiftness brings great good fortune. Power and long-lasting 

success comes very quickly and possibly unexpectedly into the life of the inquirer. Or quick-

thinking and equally-quick actions on the part of the inquirer solidify their power and long-term 

success. The inquirer should be on the look-out for a briefly-occurring situation which may enable 

them to strengthen their position in life. If presented suddenly with the opportunity to take part in 

a competition or contest of some kind, the inquirer should accept, for the indication is they will 

very likely win.   

Fortuna Minor/Cauda Draconis: Swiftness brings completion. Something comes to a swift end 

for the inquirer, and possibly sooner than they think. Swift action on the inquirer’s part may bring 

an unexpected or quick end a situation or relationship. This may be a good thing, if it is something 

or someone the inquirer desires to lose. An ending or a completion may come more swiftly than 

the inquirer anticipates. 



Fortuna Minor/Caput Draconis: Swiftness brings beginning. A fast-occurring event may 

suddenly present the inquirer with the chance to begin something. The inquirer may be presented 

with the opportunity to invest in a profitable venture, but they will have to act quickly, for the 

opportunity will not last long. 

Fortuna Minor/Puer: Swiftness brings strife. A sudden, swiftly-occurring event brings an 

equally-rash response from the inquirer or someone in the inquirer’s environment. A strife-ridden 

environment comes about in the inquirer’s life with alarming speed. This can foretell the sudden 

arrival of a young male in the inquirer’s life. 

Fortuna Minor/Puella: Swiftness brings harmony. A sudden, swiftly-occurring event brings 

harmony into the inquirer’s life. Something quickly and unexpectedly brings the inquirer 

happiness, if only for a little while. If the inquirer has been suffering from an inharmonious or 

unhappy situation in their life, this throw foretells that an improvement in their affairs will happen 

faster than they expect, possibly as the result of someone else’s fickle whims. 

Fortuna Minor/Albus: Swiftness brings peace and wisdom. A sudden, swiftly-occurring event 

brings the inquirer peace and wisdom. This is the throw of a person whose abuser dies suddenly, 

leaving them with a measure of peace in their life, and the opportunity to look back on the 

relationship, draw lessons from it, and heal. 

Fortuna Minor/Rebeus: Swiftness brings passion. A sudden, swiftly-occurring event brings out 

a passionate response in the inquirer, or from someone in their environment. This could be good 

or bad, as the reaction could be violent. This is the throw of a person with a dependency, whether 

drug- alcohol- situation- or person-related, who is suddenly and permanently deprived of their ‘fix’ 

and reacts badly to the deprivation. Or a sudden event leaves the inquirer free to pursue their 

passions.  

Fortuna Minor/Amissio: Swiftness brings loss. A sudden, swiftly-occurring event causes the 

inquirer to lose something. A flash-flood sweeps away the inquirer’s car, home, or other 

possessions. A suddenly occurrence puts something desired beyond the inquirer’s grasp. Because 

Amissio can represent desirable losses, this could mean an unwanted suitor, an unpleasant co-

worker or classmate, an abusive family member or burdensome possession is suddenly removed 

from the inquirer’s environment through circumstances beyond either party’s control. 



Fortuna Minor/Acquisitio: Swiftness brings gain. A sudden, swiftly-occurring event leaves the 

inquirer better off, either materially or simply in a better position in life. Perhaps the inquirer has 

invested in a stock which suddenly, and very shortly greatly increases in price. Or the inquirer’s 

romantic rival is suddenly and unexpectly removed from the scene, leaving the object of their 

desire within their grasp. Or this throw could simply be telling the inquirer they will shortly have 

a brief opportunity to achieve success in some way, but they will have to act quickly when the 

opportunity presents itself, or it will be gone. 

Traditional Meanings with Fortuna Major Leading 

Fortuna Major/Via: Power brings change. Great good fortune brings change or a journey along 

with it. The inquirer may receive a promotion at work, which requires that they relocate as part of 

the job. Or someone in the inquirer’s environment has recently ascended to a position of power, 

and brings about changes in the inquirer’s environment. 

Fortuna Major/Populus: Power brings multitudes. This is the throw which foretells a coronation, 

a presidential inauguration, or some other official installation. ‘There is no aphrodisiac like power’ 

is a fitting adage for this combination, as power or great good fortune brings a large number of 

people into the inquirer’s environment.  

Fortuna Major/Conjunctio: Power brings interaction. The acquisition of power or a financial 

windfall necessarily entails a meeting, or series of meetings. Power or material gain, either their 

own or someone else’s, will bring the inquirer into contact with other people, who may be or 

become significant contacts in the inquirer’s life. 

Fortuna Major/Carcer: Power brings isolation. The acquisition of power or material gain puts 

the inquirer, or someone in their environment with the power or material wealth, at the risk of 

becoming isolated from others. Effort will be required to maintain meaningful contact with others, 

although if any of the individuals concerned refuse any such efforts at maintaining connection, the 

inquirer may not be able to do anything about it. Or, this pairing could indicate that the acquisition 

of power or wealth delays something which the inquirer desires. 

Fortuna Major/Laetitia: Power brings joy. The acquisition of power or material gain by the 

inquirer or someone in their environment brings them great happiness. Value this state of affairs 

and treasure it; these periods in life do not happen to everyone, and they don’t last long. This state 



of affairs can also be a danger, as it can bring about either a dangerous jealousy in others, or 

detrimental character change in the powerful.  

Fortuna Major/Tristitia: Power brings sorrow. You may experience great good fortune which at 

the same time brings you a reason for sadness. This is the throw of a person who wins a contest, 

only to lose a friend in the process. This is the throw of a person who owns an airline, only to have 

a relative die when one of the planes crash. This throw may be a warning to the inquirer to wield 

their power with care, or it could have tragic consequences for someone or something they least 

suspect would be ‘collateral damage’ from their enterprise.    

Fortuna Major/Fortuna Minor: Power brings brief opportunity. Power the inquirer holds, or 

great good fortune they experience, brings with it a brief opportunity for additional gain, but they 

will have to act swiftly, or the opportunity will be gone. 

Fortuna Major/Cauda Draconis: Power brings completion. Power or great good fortune the 

inquirer experiences will also bring something to an end. This is not always a bad thing, as what 

is coming to an end may be something the inquirer wants to see ended.  The attainment of power 

or the arrival of great good fortune may force the ending of certain relationships in the inquirer’s 

life, and they must be prepared to let these things go. 

Fortuna Major/Caput Draconis: Power brings beginning. Power recently-attained, or the arrival 

of great good fortune brings with it a new beginning or new opportunities. This is the throw of a 

person who receives a promotion at the large corporation where they work and their new position 

comes with stock options. This is the throw of a person who is in a position to move to a better 

neighborhood and makes new friends as a consequence. The arrival of great good fortune brings 

the opportunity to start something new. 

Fortuna Major/Puer: Power brings rashness. Great good fortune brings rash, hasty, passionate, 

ill-thought-out action. This throw is a warning to the inquirer that, while they are in for the arrival 

of great good fortune, they must not let success go to their head. This is the throw of a person who 

wins the lottery, then goes on a mad spending spree and blows through much of their winnings, 

leaving them little-better than before their big win. 

Fortuna Major/Puella: Power brings harmony. The attainment of power or the arrival of great 

good fortune brings with it harmony, and possibly brief, if fickle, happiness. This is the throw of 



a person who attains gainful employment after a long period of unemployment and, with a steady 

flow of income, finds their domestic situation improving. 

Fortuna Major/Albus: Power brings peace. The attainment of power or the arrival of great good 

fortune brings peace, wisdom, or a sense of purity. The inquirer may have completed a period of 

poverty or powerlessness in their life, and their promotion to a position of power, or the arrival of 

great good fortune brings peace to their spirit, and as they look back on the trying period which 

they have just completed, the inquirer realizes they have grown in wisdom and feel ‘purified’ by 

the experience of adversity. 

Fortuna Major/Rebeus: Power brings passion. The attainment of power or the arrival of great 

good fortune brings passion and possibly violence, or a temptation to vice. This is the throw of a 

man who attains a position of power or makes a fortune, and uses his new position to embezzle, 

or his money to aggressive satisfy his sexual desires, confident that no one will call him to account 

for his behavior. This is the throw of a young lady who inherits a fortune, only to become the target 

of an aggressive suitor who won’t take ‘no’ for an answer. This throw is a warning to the inquirer 

that the arrival of great good fortune will either expose them to passion-fueled danger, or tempt 

them to engage in the same. “With great power brings great responsibility” should be the adage to 

keep in mind here. 

Fortuna Major/Amissio: Power brings loss. The attainment of power or the arrival of great good 

fortune brings about a loss for the inquirer. Perhaps the inquirer receives a big promotion, or 

acquires a large sum of money, only to have certain friends, well, not seek them out as much, or 

not return their calls. Great good fortune causes the inquirer to lose something as a consequence, 

and that something’ could be valued relationships. Of course, what is lost with the arrival of great 

good fortune could be something the inquirer wants to lose, such as the disdain of others who 

derived enjoyment from treating the inquirer in a condescending manner, and now can’t, because 

of the inquirer’s changed position in life. 

Fortuna Major/Acquisitio: Power brings gain. The attainment of power or the arrival of great 

good fortune brings with it the chance for additional gain, or the realization that something is 

within the inquirer’s grasp. This is the throw of a man who receives a big promotion at work, or 

who, by some means, secures great wealth for himself, and realizes that his improved financial 



circumstances also improve his romantic prospects with females whom he had previously judged 

as beyond his reach. 

Traditional Meanings With Cauda Draconis Leading 

Cauda Draconis/Via: Ending brings change. Something comes to an end, which brings about a 

change in the inquirer’s circumstances, either for better or for worse. As Via can also represent a 

journey, travel may be involved. This is the throw of a widow who decides to travel a lot, or 

completely redecorate the house as a way of coping with her grief. This is the throw of a family 

whose primary earner loses their job, and the family must then make changes to cope with their 

reduced circumstances. 

Cauda Draconis/Populus: Ending brings multitudes. Something comes to an end, which brings 

about a large gathering of people. This is the throw of a country which has just experienced a 

revolution, and the populace gathers in the main square of the capital city to celebrate. This is the 

throw of a family which has experienced the death of a prominent or famous family member, and 

the funeral for the deceased family member brings many people to the wake and the funeral. This 

throw can simply be a reassurance to the inquirer that, though they may have experienced an 

ending, many people support them as they adjust to new realities.  

Cauda Draconis/Conjunctio: Ending brings interaction. Something comes to an end, which 

necessitates a meeting or gathering of some sort. A business closes, forcing a meeting to discuss 

the disposition of property and capital owned by the firm. Someone dies, forcing people to come 

together for the funeral and the disposition of the estate.  

Cauda Draconis/Carcer: Ending brings isolation. Something comes to an end which isolates the 

inquirer. Perhaps a club they were involved in disbands and the members disperse, leaving the 

inquirer with fewer friends and a large whole in their schedule to fill. Perhaps the inquirer has been 

found guilty of a crime, and must now go to prison, ending their normal life, and removing them 

from all the people and the environment they knew.  

Cauda Draconis/Laetitia: Ending brings joy. Something comes to an end which brings the 

inquirer great happiness. Perhaps the inquirer has been suffering a bout of ill health. This throw 

can foretell the restoration of the inquirer to full health. Perhaps a friend or family member is 

forced by circumstances to part with a lover whom the inquirer believes was not good for them. 



Perhaps the inquirer has been attending a school they hate, or works at a job they hate. This throw 

can foretell the leaving of that hated school or job, which will bring the inquirer great happiness. 

This is the throw of the happy spouse, whose disliked mother-in-law is ending her visit and going 

home. 

Cauda Draconis/Trisitia: Ending brings sorrow. Something comes to an end which brings the 

inquirer great sorrow. This throw can foretell the death of someone the inquirer loves. Perhaps the 

inquirer has been happy at school, but must leave it, or they have now come to the end of their 

course of study and must graduate. Tristitia can also mean ill health, so perhaps the inquirer has 

been happy at their job, but must retire from it because their health has deteriorated. This throw 

foretells the ending of something which the inquirer did not wish to see end. 

Cauda Draconis/Fortuna Minor: Ending brings swiftness. Something comes to an end, which 

either causes the pace of subsequent events to pick up, or it briefly presents the inquirer with an 

opportunity, possibly unexpected, to improve their situation. The inquirer is warned they must be 

on the look-out for such an opportunity, and be prepared to act quickly. 

Cauda Draconis/Fortuna Major: Ending brings great good fortune. Something comes to an end, 

which causes either increased power or wealth to come to the inquirer. Perhaps the CEO of the 

company retires and leaves the inquirer in charge. Or a wealthy relative dies and leaves the inquirer 

their entire estate. Or a young person graduates from a university with a degree in a highly-

employable, high-paying field. Something comes to an end which greatly eases the restrictions 

under which the inquirer has been operating.  

Cauda Draconis/Cauda Draconis: Ending brings ending. Something comes to an end for the 

inquirer, which triggers another ending for the inquirer. This is the throw of the young man who 

loses his job, then suffers his lover severing the relationship because she doesn’t want to be 

romantically involved with an unemployed person. This is the throw of a young person whose 

parents both die, and must then leave the house they’ve lived in, the school they’ve attended and 

the friends they’ve made, to go live with relatives in another town. With this throw, one ending 

brings something else to an end. But keep in mind, sometimes what can come to an end is 

something the inquirer wants to see come to an end. So one or both endings foretold by this throw 

may bring about a desirable change of circumstances for the inquirer. It is up to the inquirer to 

decide if these ending are good or bad. 



Cauda Draconis/Caput Draconis: Ending brings beginning. Something comes to an end for the 

inquirer, which either causes something else to begin, or brings about an opportunity for the 

inquirer. This is the throw of the young person who has attained a degree or certificate at the end 

of a course of study and soon secures gainful employment as a result. This is the throw of the new 

widow whose husband didn’t permit her much activity outside the home, and realizes she can 

expand the scope of her life greatly. This is also the throw of the family member who realizes 

everybody else is too grieved to notice something of value the deceased left lying around. If the 

inquirer has suffered an ending, they must realize they now have the opportunity to begin 

something as well.   

Cauda Draconis/Puer: Ending brings rashness. Something comes to an end which brings about 

a rash, possibly hasty reaction in someone. This is the throw of a boy who takes off in the car and 

gets into a traffic accident after his girlfriend breaks up with him. This is the throw of the girl who 

is dumped by her boyfriend, then goes upstairs to her bedroom and destroys everything he’s given 

her. This is the throw of a couple who comes home at the end of a disastrous evening, then argues 

over who was at fault. This throw indicates an ending which triggers a hasty and not well-thought-

out reaction. Take a step back, take a deep breath, and count to ten first. 

Cauda Draconis/Puella: Ending brings harmony. Something comes to an end which brings about 

a more harmonious environment for the inquirer. Perhaps a troublesome family member dies, and 

the family gets along better as a result. Perhaps the primary breadwinner leaves, or loses, a difficult 

and demanding job which had them coming home short-tempered at night, making them more 

relaxed and easier to get along with. Perhaps a student with a talent for causing dissension between 

his fellow students leaves the school, leaving the school environment less strife-ridden. Whatever 

the situation, something comes to an end which brings about more harmonious conditions in the 

inquirer’s life.  

Cauda Draconis/Albus: Ending brings peace. Something comes to an end, which brings the 

inquirer a greater measure of peace in their life. The inquirer can look back on that which came to 

an end, and draw lessons and derive wisdom from hindsight. The inquirer may come to realize that 

which has come to an end has left them stronger and even ‘purified’ in some way. The inquirer 

may wonder why they hadn’t thought of these things earlier, but in truth, something had to come 

to an end before the wisdom could be gained. 



Cauda Draconis/Rubeus: Ending brings passion. Something comes to an end, which triggers a 

violent reaction in somebody. The peacemaker in a group project departs, and the remaining group 

descends into disagreement and non-productive argument. A man dies, leaving his attractive wife 

vulnerable to a sexually-aggressive friend, relative or neighbor. This throw speaks to a dangerous 

situation where the end of something creates an opening for someone to indulge their passionate 

and/or violent impulses. The inquirer must exercise caution and take whatever steps necessary to 

protect themselves or those they love. 

Cauda Draconis/Amissio: Ending brings loss. Something comes to an end, which brings the 

inquirer further loss. This is the throw of the family who attends a funeral for a loved relative, then 

comes home to find their house has been burglarized and things of value taken. This is the throw 

of a person who steps down from a powerful, prestigious position which causes them to lose their 

membership in certain clubs and the company of people who seemed to be friends. It is the nature 

of Amissio that some losses are desirable, so it could be that the hypothetical person who steps 

down from the powerful, prestigious position also loses the yes-men, the back-stabbers, and the 

stress which went along with the powerful, prestigious position, so the ending and the subsequent 

loss don’t have to mean anything bad.  Keep in mind that it was probably time for the ending and 

the loss to happen anyway, and let go willingly. 

Cauda Draconis/Acquisitio: Ending brings gain. Something comes to an end, which also brings 

the inquirer gain, and the gain can be either material or something intangible. A business closes its 

doors, and the inquirer leaves with a share of the profits or equipment. Someone wealthy dies, 

leaving the inquirer a large sum of money. A widower learns an old love he never completely got 

over, but may not have been able to marry, is currently uninvolved and maybe the relationship can 

be re-ignited. Something comes to an end, and it holds a gift for the inquirer in its hands.  

Traditional Meanings With Caput Draconis Leading 

Caput Draconis/Via: Beginning brings change. Something begins for the inquirer, bringing much 

change with it. This beginning may also bring the inquirer the opportunity to go on a trip, or to 

travel more. Caput Draconis indicates the changes forecast will largely be for the better. Caput 

Draconis can also mean profit and opportunity, so whatever enterprise the inquirer is engaged in, 

they may soon make a profit, which will empower them to make changes in their life, or they will 

at least soon have the opportunity to make changes in their life, which they are well-advised to do. 



Caput Draconis/Populus: Beginning brings multitudes. Whatever endeavor the inquirer is to be 

engaged in soon, it certainly starts out strong, with many people attending the organizational 

meeting. How many of these people are in it for the long-run remains to be seen. The inquirer may 

realize that the great number of people present at the beginning presents them with an opportunity 

to profit in some way. 

Caput Draconis/Conjunctio: Beginning brings interaction. Something is going to be starting 

soon for the inquirer, which will entail a meeting of some kind. Perhaps the inquirer is going to be 

starting a business, and must visit a lawyer to attend to the legalities involved in setting up the 

business. Perhaps the inquiry is about a student beginning a course of study, and a tutor must be 

engaged in order to aid in their academic success. Conjunctio can also represent the recovery of 

things lost, so what begins may also restore to the inquirer something they have lost, and this may 

be a material item or something immaterial which is recovered. 

Caput Draconis/Carcer: Beginning brings isolation. The inquirer begins something which will 

put them in a situation where they are alone and very-much dependent on themselves for the 

success or failure of their endeavor. This is the throw of a person who is shortly to go to a 

maximum-security prison where their interaction with other is strictly limited. This is also the 

throw of a child who is sent to boarding school and misses their home and family. Carcer can also 

mean restriction or delay, so this throw can herald the beginning of something which may 

consequently restrict the inquirer in some way, or delay something else which they desire. 

Caput Draconis/Laetitia: Beginning brings joy. This throw can herald a wedding, or the birth of 

a child. This throw can herald the end of an illness and restoration to full health, which brings the 

individual a sense of being presented with a fresh new beginning in life. 

Caput Draconis/Tristitia: Beginning brings sorrow. Something will begin which brings great 

unhappiness to the inquirer. Perhaps the inquirer is to start a new job, which gets off to a rocky 

start. Or a child is born, or a marriage is contracted, which brings the inquirer distress, or which 

they feel will bring future trouble. If the question concerns building, or earth-related issues, this 

throw indicates now is a favorable time to begin the project. Or something may begin, which brings 

ill-health to the inquirer. 



Caput Draconis/Fortuna Minor: Beginning brings swiftness. A beginning may offer the inquirer 

a brief opportunity, either for gain, or to make a favorable impression for hopeful future gain. 

Fortuna Minor can also be an indicator of change and instability, so this throw can be a warning 

to the inquirer that something beginning may bring about another unanticipated change, or lead to 

a period of instability. Fortuna Minor’s influence is more short-term, so this may not be a long-

lasting state of things. 

Caput Draconis/Fortuna Major: Beginning brings power. Something begins, which brings great 

good luck and long-lasting success to the inquirer. This is the throw of the person who gains 

elective office and is able to use that position to secure material wealth and advantageous social 

connections. Something begins, which brings the inquirer the opportunity to profit from the new 

beginning. 

Caput Draconis/Cauda Draconis: Beginning brings ending. The beginning of one thing brings 

about the end of another thing, and this is not necessarily bad news, if that which is ended by the 

new beginning is something which the inquirer desires to see end. Unfortunately, this throw could 

just as easily herald the reverse situation—something good ends and something bad  commences. 

It will depend on the situation, and the inquirer’s viewpoint. 

Caput Draconis/Caput Draconis: Beginning brings beginning. This throw may foretell the happy 

circumstance of one beginning triggering another beginning. This symbol doubled indicates a 

definite change for the better, and opportunities may abound for the inquirer right now.  

Caput Draconis/Puer: Beginning brings strife. This throw indicates the commencement of 

something which triggers rash behavior on the part of the inquirer or someone around them. This 

is the throw of an unpopular law going into effect, triggering wide-spread civil disobedience to the 

new law.  Something begins which causes widespread disagreeements and arguments. 

Caput Draconis/Puella: Beginning brings harmony. Something begins which brings greater 

harmony to the inquirer’s environment. Puella is also a figure which represents fickleness, so it 

can foretell something which is off to a varying and unstable start, but which eventually reaches a 

state of equilibrium.  



Caput Draconis/Albus: Beginning brings peace. Something begins which brings greater peace 

into the inquirer’s environment. With peace and calm returning to their life, they can look at the 

unsettled period which just ended and derive wisdom from the experience. 

Caput Draconis/Rubeus: Beginning brings passion. Something begins, which triggers a 

passionate, even violent reaction in the inquirer, or someone in the inquirer’s environment. This 

throw is a warning to the inquirer that if they know of a something which is to begin soon, that it 

may trigger a strong and destructive reaction in someone, and the inquirer needs to take precautions 

ahead of time, and protect themselves from the fall-out. 

Caput Draconis/Amissio: Beginning brings loss. Something begins, which causes the inquirer to 

lose something else in the process. Or something may begin, which causes the inquirer to realize 

that some other end they desire is now beyond their reach. The inquirer is encouraged to face up 

to the loss consciously, and to give some thought as to how they are going to proceed, given the 

new realities of their situation. 

Caput Draconis/Acquisitio: Beginning brings gain. Something begins, which brings the inquirer 

gain, possibly unexpected, along with it. Or something may begin, which causes the inquirer to 

realize that some other end they desire is now within their reach. The inquirer is encouraged to 

look at their new situation, and figure out ways they may further profit by it.  

Traditional Meanings With Puer Leading 

Puer/Via: Rashness brings change. An action taken with little or no thought brings change into 

the inquirer’s life, or forces them to undertake a journey of some kind. This may or may not be 

hasty action on the part of the inquirer, but it will have an effect on the inquirer’s life, regardless 

of whether they initiated the rash action or not. If the inquirer is the hot-headed type, they are 

encouraged to consider their actions carefully—an unthinking response from them to a situation 

which will develop in the near future may have more serious consequences than they realize. The 

change which will result from this rash act may or may not be a good thing in the long term. 

Puer/Populus: Rashness brings multitudes. An action taken with little or no thought places the 

inquirer in the midst of a great number of people. This is the throw of a person who commits a 

high-profile crime and has a great number of people, including news crews, turn out for the trial. 

This is the throw of a person whose dog gets loose from them and runs onto the football field in 



the middle of play. This throw is a warning to the inquirer that a rash, hasty, ill-thought-out action 

by either themselves or someone around them, will be noticed by a great number of people. This 

may or may not be a good thing. 

Puer/Conjunctio: Rashness brings interaction. An action taken with little or no thought brings 

interaction into the inquirer’s life, possibly with legal authorities. This is the throw of the student 

who gets into a physical fight with another student, then gets sent to the principal’s or headmaster’s 

office. This is the throw of a person who commits a crime, then must meet with a lawyer to discuss 

their options going forward.  More positively, this could be the throw of a person who does 

something impulsively, which causes them to meet up with someone who becomes a friend or 

lover. This throw may or may not indicate something positive; it will depend on the situation.  

Puer/Carcer: Rashness brings isolation. An action taken with little or no thought places the 

inquirer, or someone in their environment, in an isolated or restricted situation. It is also possible 

that the rash action could have a negative effect on the person in question’s health. This throw is a 

warning to the inquirer that an ill-though-out or unthinking act could place them at a remove from 

others. 

Puer/Laetitia: Rashness brings joy. An action taken with little or no thought brings joy to the 

inquirer. This throw can be an encouragement to the inquirer to do something unplanned and 

spontaneous, for it is likely happiness will follow. 

Puer/Tristitia: Rashness brings sorrow. An action taken with little or no thought on the part of 

the inquirer or someone in their environment brings them unhappiness. This is the throw of a 

person whose unthinking act causes injury or death to another party, possibly someone they value. 

This throw is a warning to the inquirer not to let their passions get the better of them, or it will 

bring them untold sorrow.  

Puer/Fortuna Minor: Rashness brings swiftness. An action taken with little or no thought brings 

about a swift series of events, or it brings the inquirer a beneficial opportunity, but the inquirer is 

warned that, given Fortuna Minor is involved, the opportunity will not last long, so they are advised 

to be on the lookout for a rash and ill-thought-out action by another, which may at the same time 

bring them a brief opportunity for gain. 



Puer/Fortuna Major: Rashness brings power. An action taken with little or no thought greatly 

strengthens the inquirer’s position, bringing with it great good fortune. This is the throw of a person 

who, in a moment of frustration, pulls the nail out of the wall with too much force, or hacks away 

at the wall of the cave with a pick-axe, only to have a section of wall give way, and reveal hidden 

or buried valuables. This is the throw of an athlete who sees a split-second chance to score, and 

takes it, resulting in victory for his team. This is one of the few happy instances in life where rash, 

hasty, unthinking action results in lasting benefit. 

Puer/Cauda Draconis: Rashness brings ending. An action taken with little or no thought brings 

something to an end for the inquirer. This is the throw of a young man whose girlfriend leaves him 

after he has done something hasty and ill-considered, and she decides she does not want to stay 

with a man who causes such trouble. This is the throw of a young person whose friends shun them 

after they have done something rash that had negative results. This throw is a warning to the 

inquirer that hasty, unthinking action on their part can bring an unforeseen ending into their life, 

and to govern their behavior carefully.  

Puer/Caput Draconis: Rashness brings a beginning. An action taken with little or no thought 

brings something new into being. This is the throw of a young couple who let the passions of the 

moment overcome them and conceive a child. This is the throw of a student whose spur-of-the-

moment stunt causes the school to issue a new rule regarding such behavior in the future. The 

action undertaken with little or no thought beforehand may bring either something positive or 

something negative into being, at least in the short-term.  

Puer/Puer: Rashness brings rashness. One action taken with little or no thought, and in the passion 

of the moment, triggers an equally rash and thoughtless reaction. This throw is a caution to the 

inquirer to think about what they are doing, or intend to do—are they reacting from emotion, or 

intellect? This throw warns that failure to act without thinking can set off a whole chain-reaction 

of responses, the outcome of which may not be what anyone wants.  

Puer/Puella: Rashness brings harmony. An action taken in the heat of the moment, and with little 

or no thought, brings harmony. Keep in mind, however, that Puella rules the principle of fickleness, 

so the harmony and happiness indicated by Puella may not be permanent.  



Puer/Albus: Rashness brings wisdom. An action taken with little or no thought brings peace and 

wisdom in its wake.  

Puer/Rebeus: Rashness brings violence. An action taken with little or no thought brings passion 

and violence in its wake. This is the throw of a person who speaks their mind without regard to the 

consequences and ends up triggering a melee among an entire group of people.  

Puer/Amissio: Rashness brings loss. An action taken with little or no thought causes the inquirer 

to either lose something, or to realize that their rash and ill-considered action has put something 

beyond their reach.  

Puer/Acquisitio: Rashness brings gain. An action taken with little or no thought brings either gain 

to the inquirer, or the realization that their rash and ill-considered action has brought something 

else within their reach. This is the throw of a person who is afraid to ask a certain party for 

something, but, on the spur of the moment, and before their courage abandons them, asks for it 

anyway—and is granted it.  

Traditional Meanings With Puella Leading 

Puella/Via: Harmony brings change. Harmony and happines in the inquirer’s environment or in 

their own self makes change or a journey possible.  

Puella/Populus: Harmony brings multitudes. Harmony and happiness in the inquirer’s 

environment or in their own self draws a great number of people into the inquirer’s life.  

Puella/Conjunctio: Harmony brings interaction. Harmony and happiness in the inquirer’s 

environment or spirit brings about interaction, or a meeting of some kind. A positive disposition 

draws people to you for meaningful personal contact. 

Puella/Carcer: Harmony brings isolation. Harmony and happiness in the inquirer’s environment 

or spirit has an isolating effect on them. The inquirer may be in the unhappy circumstance of being 

set apart or kept at arm’s length by people who cannot abide their harmonious and happy situation 

in life, or their pleasant disposition. 

Puella/Laetitia: Harmony brings joy. A harmonious and happy living environment or personal 

disposition bring the inquirer still more reasons to feel joy. A joyous event comes into the 

inquirer’s life, thanks to a happy living situation or their own positive nature.  



Puella/Tristitia: Harmony brings sorrow. A harmonious and happy environment or personal 

disposition brings the inquirer sorrow. Some people are genuinely affronted by the harmonious 

and happy, and resolve to make them unhappy. Such a person has found the inquirer in this 

instance.  

Puella/Fortuna Minor: Harmony brings swiftness. A harmonious and happy environment or 

personal disposition brings the inquirer either a brief opportunity to gain a benefit, but they must 

be prepared to act quickly, or it brings the inquirer outside help or assistance in a matter where 

they expected none. Fortuna Minor represents good fortune of a temporary nature. 

Puella/Fortuna Major: Harmony brings power. A harmonious and happy environment or 

personal disposition brings the inquirer great good fortune or a position of power. The inquirer’s 

positive inner self manifests in their external circumstances as a situation of long-term good 

fortune. 

Puella/Cauda Draconis: Harmony brings an ending. A harmonious and happy environment or 

personal disposition on the inquirer’s part brings an ending into their life. Perhaps someone does 

not associate with the inquirer anymore, because the inquirer is now happy, or living in a 

harmonious situation. The inquirer must be prepared to let go of some person or situation in life 

when this throw appears. 

Puella/Caput Draconis: Harmony brings a beginning. A harmonious and happy environment or 

personal disposition on the inquirer’s part brings a beginning into their life. Perhaps the inquirer 

makes a new friend, or creates a new group of friends who are drawn to their cheerful nature, or 

their pleasant living situation.  

Puella/Puer: Harmony brings rashness. A harmonious and happy environment or personal 

disposition on the inquirer’s part brings them strife, or they are the target of a rash, unthinking 

action by someone who reacts badly to their cheerful nature, or pleasant living situation. This is 

the throw of the girl who is targeted for ill-treatment by the boy whose own homelife is violent, 

and it angers him that her homelife is not as unpleasant as his. 

Puella/Puella: Harmony brings harmony. A harmonious and happy environment or personal 

disposition on the inquirer’s part brings them still more harmony and happiness. This is the throw 

of the girl in the above example, who makes the acquaintance of someone whose disposition and 



homelife is as happy as her own, and so they become friends. In this instance, ‘birds of a feather 

flock together.’ 

Puella/Albus: Harmony brings peace. A harmonious and happy environment or personal 

disposition on the inquirer’s part brings a measure of peace and wisdom to their life.  

Puella/Rubeus: Harmony brings passion. A harmonious and happy environment or personal 

disposition on the inquirer’s part makes them the subject of someone’s passionate and violent 

outburst, either in words or action. Some people cannot abide the happy, and react passionately 

and violently to people in such circumstances. This throw is a warning to the inquirer that they 

may be in danger from such an individual, or group. 

Puella/Amissio: Harmony brings loss. A harmonious and happy environment or personal 

disposition on the inquirer’s part causes them to lose something, or someone. This is not 

necessarily a bad thing, if the thing or person the inquirer loses was not someone or something 

they really wanted to have in their life anyway, but it is an equal caution that happiness in the 

inquirer’s life may cause them to lose someone or something they valued. The inquirer’s happy 

situation may also lead them to realize that their happy situation may have put something or 

someone beyond their grasp. 

Puella/Acquisitio: Harmony brings gain. A harmonious and happy environment or personal 

disposition brings the inquirer gain. The inquirer’s happy situation may lead them to the realization 

that something or someone else desirable is within their grasp. 

Traditional Meanings With Albus Leading 

Albus/Via: Peace brings change. Peace and wisdom gained by the inquirer bring about changes in 

their life, or triggers a journey of some kind. 

Albus/Populus: Peace brings multitudes. Peace and wisdom gained by the inquirer brings a great 

number of people into their life. Perhaps the inquirer’s experiences, or the wisdom they have 

gained, leads them to speak to audiences, or become a teacher where many students gain from their 

wisdom. Populus also represents stability, so this is simply peace and stability. 

Albus/Conjunctio: Peace brings interaction. Peace and wisdom gained by the inquirer brings 

meaningful interaction into their lives. Perhaps a deceased person who believes themselves to have 



benefited from the inquirer’s wisdom leaves them something in their will, and a visit to a lawyer’s 

office is necessary. Perhaps someone who admires the inquirer for their peaceful nature and great 

wisdom seeks to become the inquirer’s friend or lover.  

Albus/Carcer: Peace brings isolation. Peace and wisdom gained brings isolation and even 

loneliness to the inquirer. The experience the inquirer has been through puts them at a remove 

from everyone else, and they must accept this reality. The isolation may be permanent or 

temporary, but understand that the peace gained and the wisdom won by the inquirer’s experience 

comes at the expense of contact with others. 

Albus/Laetitia: Peace brings joy. Peace and wisdom gained by the inquirer brings a reason for 

joy into their lives. Perhaps reflection on the experiences which brought them peace and wisdom 

cause the inquirer to realize there is reason for joy in their life situation, or perhaps the inner 

qualities of peace and wisdom draw a joyful event into their external reality. 

Albus/Tristitia: Peace brings sorrow. Peace and wisdom gained by the inquirer bring a reason for 

sorrow or suffering into the inquirer’s life. It could be that the inquirer can only gain peace and 

wisdom at the cost of losing someone or something they valued, whether it’s a spouse, a house, or 

their health. With this throw, peace and wisdom come to the inquirer, but these qualities bring a 

reason for grief with them. The inquirer’s hard-won peace and wisdom costs them dearly. 

Albus/Fortuna Minor: Peace brings swiftness. Peace and wisdom gained by the inquirer bring 

them outside assistance or help in some matter. Their peaceful and wise existence may also bring 

them the opportunity for gain of some kind, but it is the nature of Fortuna Minor that such an 

opportunity will not last long, so the inquirer may have to act quickly to take advantage of it, or to 

realize that the benefit indicated by Fortuna Minor may not last long. 

Albus/Fortuna Major: Peace brings great good fortune. Peace and wisdom on the part of the 

inquirer bring them great good fortune or a position of power. Perhaps owing to the inquirer’s 

reputation, they are asked to assume a position of some power and responsibility in government 

or their church. This is a case of the inquirer’s good inner qualities bringing them external benefit.  

Albus/Cauda Draconis: Peace brings an ending. The inquirer’s peace gained and wisdom attained 

means something else comes to an end in their life. It could be a relationship, a friendship, a job, 

or a membership in some society. It could also be that the inquirer’s acquired peace and wisdom 



make them realize it is time for something to end, and to let it go with minimal stress or sorrow 

about it. 

Albus/Caput Draconis: Peace brings a beginning. The inquirer’s peace and wisdom work to bring 

about a beginning in their life. Perhaps the inquirer’s insight and hard-won wisdom inspire them 

to start a project of some kind. Or the inquirer is inspired to seek out the associate of like-minded 

people or organizations.  

Albus/Puer: Peace brings rashness and strife. The inquirer’s peace and wisdom bring them into a 

state of mind which really rubs someone else the wrong way, and they react with little or no thought 

and too much violence. Perhaps it will seem to the person acting rashly that the inquirer’s wise 

and peaceful demeanor mean a surrender or a ‘giving-up’ and they react with anger. This throw is 

a warning to the inquirer that reaching a state of greater peace and wisdom will trigger a bad 

reaction in somebody.  

Albus/Puella: Peace brings harmony and happiness. The inquirer’s peaceful nature and hard-won 

wisdom bring a greater measure of harmony and happiness into their lives. This can mean drawing 

people or situations that bring them happiness, or simply reaching a happier, more harmonious 

state of mind. If the inquirer is a man, this throw can mean that a peaceful, wise nature literally 

brings a female into his life, since Puella means ‘girl.’ This can be a child, a potential friend or a 

potential lover.  

Albus/Albus: Peace and wisdom bring more peace and wisdom. This throw can indicate that the 

inquirer’s peace and wisdom put them in the proper frame of mind to derive even more peace and 

wisdom in their life. Or, it could mean that attaining a peaceful and wiser frame of mind brings 

another peaceful and wise soul into their life.  

Albus/Rebeus: Peace brings passion. The inquirer’s peace and wisdom trigger a passionate and 

violent response from someone else. Some people simply cannot abide the peaceful and the wise, 

seeing them in much the same way a bull views a red rag waved in front of them. The inquirer is 

warned that if they are of a peaceful and wise inclination, their basic nature is going to trigger a 

strong reaction in someone else, and they may have to take precautions to protect themselves 

against possible danger. 



Albus/Amissio: Peace brings loss. The inquirer’s peace and wisdom cause them to lose something 

or someone. Perhaps the inquirer’s reflection on their life and circumstances causes them to realize 

that something or someone else desired is beyond their grasp, and may always be beyond their 

grasp. On the other hand, perhaps the peace and wisdom attained by the inquirer cause them to 

lose something or someone they find it desirable to lose. The loss triggered by the inquirer’s greater 

peace and wisdom doesn’t have to an unhappy loss. 

Albus/Acquisitio: Peace brings gain. The inquirer’s peace and wisdom bring some benefit into 

their life, either of a material or intangible nature. Perhaps the inquirer’s reflection on their life and 

circumstances causes them to realize that something or someone else desirable is within their 

grasp. Or someone who admires their peaceful and wise nature presents the inquirer with a gift of 

some kind.  

Traditional Meanings With Rubeus Leading 

Rubeus/Via: Passion brings change. A passionate, possibly violent act, by the inquirer or someone 

around them brings about a change, possibly forcing the inquirer to go on a journey. This is the 

throw of a person who has a family member commit a violent and unpopular act, forcing the entire 

family to pack up and move to another town, another region, or even another country.  

Rubeus/Populus: Passion brings multitudes. A passionate, possibly violent act, by the inquirer or 

someone around them, brings great numbers of people into the inquirer’s life. This is the throw of 

the person in the prior example whose family member, having committed the violent act which 

forces the family to move, then undergoes a trial, which draws great numbers of people to the 

proceedings. This is the throw of a funeral for a high-ranking government official or public figure 

who is murdered. 

Rubeus/Conjunctio: Passion brings interaction. A passionate, possibly violent act, by the inquirer 

or someone around them, brings about a meaningful interaction of some kind. This could indicate 

a meeting to set certain ground rules for avoiding that type of violent act in the future. This is the 

throw of a person who commits a violent act, meeting with their lawyer. 

Rubeus/Carcer: Passion brings isolation. A passionate, possibly violent act, by the inquirer or 

someone around them, results in a state of greater isolation for the inquirer. This is the throw of a 

person who commits a violent crime and goes to prison for it. This is the throw of their family 



members who find themselves ostracized by their community for the violent act which their 

imprisoned family member was convicted of, and imprisoned for. 

Rubeus/Laetitia: Passion brings joy. A passionate, possibly violent act, by the inquirer, or 

perpetrated against them, or more likely perpetrated against someone else by someone around 

them, brings the inquirer joy. This is the throw of someone who has sex with someone they love 

or desire. This is also the throw of a person who is happy to learn someone they dislike was the 

victim of a violent crime. 

Rubeus/Tristitia: Passion brings sorrow. A passionate, possibly violent act, by the inquirer, by 

someone around them, or perpetrated against them, brings the inquirer sorrow. This is the throw 

of the rape victim. This is the throw of the loved one of a victim of a violent crime, who dies as a 

result of the violent crime. This is also the throw of the family member of someone who is accused 

and convicted of a violent crime. This is the throw of the revolutionary who sees the protest or 

battle which was supposed to end in victory, end in lives lost and mass incarceration. 

Rubeus/Fortuna Minor: Passion brings swiftness. A passionate, possibly violent act, causes 

events to move quickly. This is the throw of the unmarried couple who decides to elope after a 

night of lovemaking. A passionate or violent act opens a brief window of opportunity for the 

inquirer, but they may have to act quickly to take advantage of the opportunity, or any benefits 

they gain from the passionate or violent act are of a temporary nature. This throw can also indicate 

that if the inquirer becomes the victim of violence, they may expect aid or assistance from an 

outside source.   

Rubeus/Fortuna Major: Passion brings great good fortune. A passionate, possibly violent act, by 

the inquirer or by someone around them, brings them into a more powerful position in life, and 

long-lasting good fortune.  

Rubeus/Cauda Draconis: Passion brings about an ending. A passionate, possibly violent act, by 

the inquirer or by someone around them, brings something to an end. This is the throw of a person 

who becomes orphaned or widowed by the violence of another, and has to enter into a different 

living situation. This is the throw of a person who violently expresses their dissatisfactions with 

their job, and has their employment terminated as a consequence of their actions. This throw can 



be a warning to the inquirer that a violent outburst can have more serious consequences than they 

know. 

Rubeus/Caput Draconis: Passion brings about a beginning. A passionate, possibly violent act, 

by the inquirer or by someone around them, brings about a new beginning in their life. This is the 

throw of someone who moves to a new city as the result a violent event in their life, and starts 

again at a new school, a new place of work,  and a new circle of friends to make. The violent or 

passionate act experienced by the inquirer may, oddly enough, even bring the opportunity for profit 

into the inquirer’s life. 

Rubeus/Puer: Passion brings strife and rash action. A passionate, possibly violent act, by the 

inquirer or someone around them brings a rash reaction and or strife from someone else. This is 

the throw of a person who has a family member commit a violent crime, then suffers an assault by 

the outraged family member of the crime victim. This throw is the famous Hatfield/McCoy feud 

of the nineteenth century. One violent, rash action leads to another violent, rash action. The 

inquirer is encouraged to see this coming, and to do what they can to stop the cycle of violence, or 

to at least be prepared to get out of the way. 

Rubeus/Puella: Passion brings harmony. An act of passion and even violence brings harmony, 

and possibly also happiness to the inquirer’s situation, but given the fickle nature of Puella, this 

harmony may or may not be permanent. This is the throw of a person who finally convinces an 

adversary, by virtue of the ferocity of their self-defense, they mean business and are to be left in 

peace. This is also the throw of a young man whose passionate declaration of love for another 

elicits the positive response for which he hungered. 

Rubeus/Albus: Passion brings peace. An act of passion and violence brings peace and wisdom in 

its wake. This is the throw of a violent protester against some injustice who is sent to prison for 

his act, then either finds a sense of peace, knowing he has done his best, or comes to the realization 

that violence is not the way to obtain the end he desires. This is the throw of a civil rights activist 

who looks back on their civil rights activities in old age, and derives great peace and wisdom from 

their earlier experiences. This is the throw of a person who realizes that only by violently 

confronting an adversary, will the adversary leave them in peace. This throw advises the inquirer 

that paradoxically, an act of passion or violence may be the path to the peace or wisdom they seek.  



Rubeus/Rubeus: Passion and violence bring more passion and violence. This is a caution to the 

inquirer that either they or someone in their environment is feeling inflamed and may be strongly 

tempted act on their rage. The genie of violence knows no master, so think twice before acting 

from passionate, aggressive impulses, and think twice before provoking someone who is feeling 

very angry.   

Rubeus/Amissio: Passion brings loss. An act of passion and violence brings about a loss, and too 

late, the perpetrator realizes that their rash and ill-considered act has put something or someone 

desired beyond their reach. This is the throw of a man who rapes, or tries to force himself on, a 

woman for whom he has been feeling violent, passionate desire, only to find that his rash act has 

disaffected the woman and put her love beyond his reach. This is the throw of the athlete whose 

keen desire to win causes them to undertake an ill-considered course of action that pushes victory 

out of their grasp. This throw is a caution to the seeker that passionate and violent behavior on 

their part in a certain situation will only bring them loss, so be certain that what they stand to lose 

is something they don’t mind losing. 

Rubeus/Acquisitio: Passion brings gain. This throw is an encouragement to the seeker that 

following their passion will bring them gain, or the realization that something else they desire is 

within their grasp. More dishonorably, this can also be the throw of a person who loots a vandalized 

store in the wake of a riot—and gets away with their ill-gotten gains. This throw can manifest itself 

either for the best or for the worst.  

Traditional Meanings with Amissio Leading 

Amissio/Via: Loss brings change. This throw indicates the inquirer either has, or shortly will, 

experience a loss which will bring change to their life. Keep in mind not all loss is bad. It is equally 

possible it will be a desirable loss which will free the inquirer to make desired or beneficial changes 

in their life. Something the inquirer desires may be beyond their grasp, so they need to accept this 

reality and make change accordingly. 

Amissio/Populus: Loss brings multitudes. The inquirer either has, or shortly will, experience a 

loss which will bring a great number of people into their life. This could be anything from simply, 

a lot of people show up for the wake and the funeral, to the inquirer’s loss forces them to go into 

business for themselves and they become a regular presence in the marketplace. The loss foretold 



is not necessarily a bad loss, but it will be a loss which forces them to interact with a lot more 

people than the number to which they are accustomed. This is the throw of a person who realizes 

the lover or potential spouse they desire is beyond their reach,  and they start circulating again in 

order to find someone else who is to their liking, i.e.,  “There’s a lot more fish in that sea.”  

Amissio/Conjunctio: Loss brings interaction. The inquirer either has, or shortly will, experience 

a loss which will bring about a significant encounter in their life. This can be anything from the 

heir meeting with the lawyer about the estate to the widowed spouse shortly starts having a sexual 

relationship with another, now that their loss has freed to ‘conjunct’ with others. This is also the 

throw of a person who has a face-to-face meeting with the person who actually caused the loss. 

More positively, this throw can indicate the inquirer realizes that something is beyond their grasp, 

and so they seek out interaction with others in their efforts to deal with this realization. 

Amissio/Carcer: Loss brings isolation. The inquirer either has, or shortly will, suffer a loss which 

brings about an actual, or perceived isolation from others. This loss may make the inquirer, or 

someone in their environment, feel like the loneliest person in the world. This is also the throw of 

a person who kills a loved one, either deliberately or accidentally, then has to go to prison for it. 

This the throw of a young person whose friends are all in relationships or married, or who realizes 

the person they desire is forever beyond their reach, and suddenly it seems the entire world is 

paired off but them.  

Amissio/Laetitia: Loss brings joy. This throw indicates the inquirer either has, or shortly will, 

experience a loss which brings them great happiness. It can also be something the inquirer has 

heretofore desired is beyond their reach, and they realize in time the loss freed them to pursue 

other things which bring them happiness. This is the throw of a person who experiences the death 

or transfer-away of a very disagreeable family member, co-worker, or classmate, which brings 

them great relief and even happiness, because the problem-person is gone. 

Amissio/Tristitia: Loss brings sorrow. This throw is a clear indication the inquirer either has, or 

shortly will experience a loss, or realize something is beyond their reach, which brings them grief. 

There’s no way around it, the inquirer is in for a painful loss, but remember that grief does not 

have to be a permanent part of their condition from now on.  



Amissio/Fortuna Minor: Loss brings swiftness. The inquirer suffers a loss which brings them a 

brief window of opportunity to obtain something else. The inquirer is warned that the coming loss 

may cause a period of rapid change and instability in their life, but this period will not last long, 

given the nature of Fortuna Minor. 

Amissio/Fortuna Major: Loss brings great good fortune. The inquirer experiences a loss, which 

at the same time or subsequently brings them power and the arrival of lasting good fortune. This 

is the classic throw of a person who experiences the death of a rich relative and they are the primary 

beneficiary mentioned in the will. This is the throw of a person on a city or parish council whose 

head dies, leaving his position open for the inquirer to assume, or compete for. If the loss 

necessitates a competition of some kind, this throw indicates the inquirer will be victorious.  

Amissio/Cauda Draconis: Loss brings an ending. The inquirer experiences a loss, which brings 

something to an end. Perhaps the inquirer drops their association with a certain group after a friend 

or spouse who was also in the group dies or moves away. Or it could be a situation where the 

inquirer’s realization that something or someone they desire is beyond their reach, causes them to 

terminate their association with a certain group, or their residence in a certain area. This ending 

isn’t necessarily a bad thing, if it’s the ending of something which was not really serving the 

inquirer’s best interests. 

Amissio/Caput Draconis: Loss brings a beginning. The inquirer experiences a loss, which causes 

something else to begin, or to realize that something they desire is within their grasp because of 

their loss. This is the classic throw of a person who suffers the death of a family member, then 

enters into a relationship with a person whom the deceased had opposed them getting together 

with. This is the throw of a widowed person who has been the stay-at-home spouse, then re-enters 

the outside world of work or takes up a new hobby, now that they have the time for it. Something 

leaves the inquirer’s life, but something else enters into it. The inquirer may even see a way they 

can profit from their loss. 

Amissio/Puer: Loss brings rashness. The inquirer is put on notice here not to react with immaturity 

to a loss which they have just suffered, or shortly will. The presence of Puer indicates the loss 

indicated is of something or someone whose loss could trigger a hasty, ill-thought-out, even 

destructive response on the inquirer’s part. Count to ten, then think twice, before responding to the 

loss. 



Amissio/Puella: Loss brings harmony. The inquirer suffers a loss which leads to greater harmony 

in their environment, but Puella is fickle, so this harmony may or may not last, but its lovely while 

it does. This is the throw of a person whose sibling loses their troublesome lover, leading to greater 

harmony in the home environment, even if it means dealing with a brokenhearted sibling. This is 

the throw of a person who loses a high-maintenance family heirloom, leading to greater harmony 

with their spouse, who never liked the damned thing anyway. A loss to be sure for the inquirer, 

but the gain in harmony may be worth it. 

Amissio/Albus: Loss brings peace. The inquirer suffers a loss which brings them peace and 

wisdom in the wake of the loss. The inquirer’s side may lose in the struggle, but the defeat means 

they are no longer fighting and the inquirer can look back on the loss and derive lessons from it. 

This loss can also simply mean a quarrelsome member of the family dies, leaving the rest of the 

family with some measure of peace. A quarrelsome member of the board is voted out, transferred 

away, or dies, so the remaining members may peaceful resolve issues. The pain of loss is 

ameliorated somewhat by the arrival of a more peaceful environment and the insights which can 

occur when one is at peace and can look back on events more reflectively. 

Amissio/Rubeus: Loss brings passion. Careful, inquirer! You either have, or about to experience 

a loss, and either you or someone in your environment reacts very badly to the loss.  This indicates 

a passionate and violent response on the part of someone to a loss. This is the throw of a woman 

who leaves her husband and intends to divorce him, only to have him sexually assault or even 

murder her as an expression of his rage. If the person suffering the loss is the inquirer, they are 

encouraged to keep their anger under control and work to accept the loss. It may be helpful to re-

direct their anger into trying to see some way to benefit from, or see the good in, the loss.  Count 

to ten and think twice before acting on the first thoughts which enter your head. 

Amissio/Amissio: Loss brings loss. The inquirer is warned that they either have, or are about to 

suffer, a loss which will bring still more loss in its wake. This is the classic throw of the fellow 

who loses his job, his lover and his money seemingly all at the same time. Keep in mind that the 

losses will soon end, and that perhaps what passes out of the inquirer’s life turns out, in the long 

run, to be for the best. It could also be that the inquirer suffers a loss which causes them to realize 

that something or someone else desired has been put beyond their reach by the loss. A sad situation, 



to be sure, but it is the nature of Amissio that not all losses are bad, so the inquirer is advised to 

seek for the good in the situation. 

Amissio/Acquisitio: Loss brings gain. The inquirer has suffered, or is about to suffer a loss, which 

also brings them gain, or at least, the realization that something desired has been brought into the 

realm of possibility by the loss.  This is the throw of the widower who realizes that his wife’s death 

means he is now free to re-establish a relationship, either platonic or romantic, with a long-ago 

lover who is also widowed. This is the throw of a person who suffers the loss of an honored and 

beloved leader of some organization, then is either promoted into the deceased’s now-vacated 

position, or realizes they have a chance to get the position. 

Traditional Meanings With Acquisitio Leading 

Acquisitio/Via: Gain brings change. The inquirer gains something which brings about a change 

in their life, or causes them to go on a journey of some kind. This is the throw of someone who 

inherits a family heirloom or possession, then must travel to take possession of it. This is the throw 

of a person who gains a coveted post, then must re-organize their priorities in order to cope with 

the demands of their new position, possibly may even have to travel with some regularity as part 

of those responsibilities. The inquirer gains something which forces them to make changes in their 

life. 

Acquisitio/Populus: Gain brings multitudes. The inquirer gains something which brings a lot 

more people into their life. All the world loves a winner, don’t they? This is the throw of a person 

who wins a big lottery, then suddenly finds themselves surrounded by a lot of new ‘friends.’  

Acquisitio/Conjunctio: Gain brings interaction. The inquirer gains something which necessitates 

some kind of meeting or meaningful interaction of some kind. This is the throw of the lottery 

winner who must go to lottery headquarters to pick up her prize. This is the throw of the self-made 

rich man whose wealth assures him of desirable lovers.  

Acquisitio/Carcer: Gain brings isolation. The inquirer gains something which has the unhappy 

side-effect of isolating them in some way. “It’s lonely at the top.” This is the throw of someone 

who gains great wealth or a high position, only to see his circle of friends dwindle to nothing. This 

throw is a caution to the inquirer—you will gain something which will also isolate you in some 

way. Is the gain worth it? Can you tolerate the degree of isolation which will result? 



Acquisitio/Laetitia: Gain brings joy. The inquirer gains something, which brings them great 

happiness. This is the throw of the couple who become first-time grandparents. This is also the 

throw of the mean girl at school who gains some desired position, then derives enjoyment from 

rubbing her rivals’ noses in it. This throw can also indicate the inquirer experiences a gain, which 

has the happy side-effect of bringing them to a better state of health. This is gain with no downside 

to it, unless of course you are one of the mean girl’s rivals.  

Acquisitio/Tristitia: Gain brings sorrow. This throw is a caution to the inquirer that some gain 

they have made, or are shortly to make, will also bring them sorrow. Perhaps the inquirer comes 

into possession of something which someone else in the family desired, and the other family 

member causes them much woe. Perhaps the inquirer gains something, which causes someone else 

they value to declare that they don’t want to associate with them anymore. This throw is a caution 

to the inquirer that they are about to make a gain which costs them. 

Acquisitio/Fortuna Minor: Gain brings swiftness. The inquirer makes a gain, which cause a swift 

succession of events, or a gain causes the inquirer to realize they have the opportunity for further 

benefit, but they must act swiftly, for the opportunity heralded by Fortuna Minor will not last long. 

If Fortuna Minor’s manifestation is such that it causes a rapid, possibly unsettling series of events, 

the inquirer is consoled that the unsettled condition will not last long, and they will find themselves 

in peaceful waters once more.  

Acquisitio/Fortuna Major: Gain brings great good fortune. The inquirer makes a gain which 

brings them into a position of relative power and long-lasting good fortune. “Nothing succeeds 

like success.” Note that this ‘gain’ does not have to be a gain of a material sort. This is the throw 

of the scientist who makes an important new discovery (mental gain), which leads to the invention 

of something which literally creates material gain for the scientist. 

Acquisitio/Cauda Draconis: Gain brings an ending. The inquirer makes a gain, which brings 

about a significant ending in their life as a result. This is the throw of the working stiff who wins 

a big lottery, and quits their job, because they don’t have to work for a living any more. This is 

also the throw of a person who makes a gain, and loses a friend, who says they don’t want to be 

friends anymore, because the inquirer has changed. The inquirer is put on notice with this throw 

that they are going to make a gain which is going to cause something else in their life to come to 

an end—are they ready to say goodbye to that which will end?  



Acquisitio/Caput Draconis: Gain brings beginning. The inquirer gains something, which starts 

something else in their life. This is the throw of the heir who inherits stock from a deceased family 

member, which forces them to start educating themselves about investing and following the stock 

market. This is the throw of the young person who receives a scholarship which enables them to 

pursue a higher level of education. This is the throw of a person who gains a seat on the board and 

makes the acquaintance of fellow board members who eventually become long-time friends. 

Acquisitio/Puer: Gain brings rashness. The inquirer gains something, which either triggers 

immature behavior on their part, or someone in their environment reacts in a rash and head-strong 

manner toward them for their gain. Whatever situation this throw portends, the inquirer is advised 

to step back, count to ten, and look upon the situation brought about by their gain with a calm, 

judicious eye. A rash reaction to the gain can spoil an otherwise positive development.  

Acquisitio/Puella: Gain brings harmony. The inquirer or someone around them gains something, 

which brings about greater harmony in their environment. Perhaps a family member makes some 

unexpected gain and their improved demeanor makes them happier people to be around. Given the 

fickleness represented by Puella, the inquirer is cautioned that the harmony heralded by the gain 

may or may not be permanent, but it will be a pleasant situation while it lasts. 

Acquisitio/Albus: Gain brings peace. The inquirer makes a gain which brings greater peace to 

their environment, or they gain insight into their situation along the lines of the ‘money doesn’t 

buy happiness’ variety. This is the throw of a young person who brings home better marks from 

school, leading to a greater state of domestic peace between the young person and their parents. 

This is the throw of a person who receives a raise at work, enabling them to buy more things, or 

pay for more things which resolve some of the tension at home. 

Acquisitio/Rubeus: Gain brings passion. This throw is a warning to the inquirer that they have 

made, or shortly will make, some sort of gain which will trigger a violent and passionate response 

on the part of someone. Or someone else makes the gain, and it is the inquirer who reacts badly to 

the other person’s gain. Whichever situation this throw portends, whether the inquirer is on the 

receiving end or the reacting end, the inquirer is correspondingly cautioned to either be prepared 

for a dangerous reaction to their success, or to step back, count to ten and think twice, if their 

reaction to someone else’s gain threatens to burn out of control like a wildfire in the woods. 



Acquisitio/Amissio: Gain brings loss. The inquirer has made, or shortly will make, a gain which 

causes them to lose something else. This is the throw of the person who finds a job, then loses their 

unemployment benefits because now they are employed. This is the throw of a person who comes 

into a lot of money then loses a friend who is either jealous, or philosophically opposed to any one 

person having that much money. This is the throw of the girl who lands a spot on the cheerleading 

squad (a position of honor for girls at schools in the United States), only to have her boyfriend 

dump her for the geek who helps out in the school library because he decides he wants a ‘brainiac’ 

not a ‘rah-rah’ for a girlfriend. This throw is a warning to the inquirer that they are to make some 

sort of gain which is going to cost them. The gain may or may not be worth the cost; that depends 

on the inquirer.  

Acquisitio/Acquisitio: Gain brings gain. The inquirer makes a gain, which brings them still more 

gain. This is the throw of the person who inherits from a relative they never realized they had, then 

as a consequence establish a relationship with other relatives they never knew about. This is the 

throw of the person who gains a college degree, then lands a well-paying job in the field they were 

educated for.   

 

 

 

  

  

 

    

 

     

  

 



  

 


